Bible Survey
Lesson 7 1T Kings and Chronicles

1 Kings

1. The Summary

The first half of 1 Kings covers the reign of . The
second half discusses the of the kingdom through 852
BC. The United Kingdom of Israel lasted arge Saul
reigned for years; David reigned for ___ years; and
Solomon reigned for _ years. Saulhad __ heart for God.
David had a heart for God. Solomon had a

heart that resulted in a kingdom
after hs death. The Northern Kingdom, , lasted a
little over 200 years. It fell to in 722 BC. The
Southern Kingdom, , lasted almost 350 years and
was destroyed by in 586 BC.
Solomon is one of the most amag men who ever lived. He is
said to be the man in human history. His downfall
came as a result of the influence of his foreign and

their false gods (11:8). Solomon had 700 wives and 300
concubines. As a result of his invohaent with false gods, God

announced that the kingdom would be at his
death (11:913). There is a lesson here concerning the effect our
sin can have on others. Sol omonaos

worship other gods perverted the Isitasl for the next
years. He was responsible for the apostasy of Israel for three
centuries until Josiah purged the land of these idols.

The division of the kingdom or the secession of the 10 tribes was

Aof Godo-33(12:15) &k punishthehtor Sol omonds

and was to be a lesson to Judah. It appears in

chapter 12 as if the reason for the division of the kingdom was

heavy taxation, but the real reasc
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In order to keep the two kingdoms separate, Jerobfmamgler of

the Northern Kingdom, adopted worship, the religion

of Egypt, as the official religion of his newly formed kingdom
(12:2553). Calf worship was not removed from the Northern
Kingdom until the fall of the kingdom. This religion wasdwn

as throughout the history
of Israel. He made two golden calves and put one in Bethel in the
south and the other in Dan in the north. He told the people that
these were the gods that brought them out of Egyptmétee

houses for these gods and made priests of the lowest of the people
who would serve this new religion. In addition, he made his own
feast days. In effect, he created a satanic duplication of the
worship of Jehovah.

worship was introduced bgzebel in the
kingdom and prevailed about years until it was exterminated
by Elijah, Elisha, and Jehu.

of the 19 kings of the Northern Kingdom followed
the worship of the Golden Calf. Some of them also served Baal.
But not one ever attempted to bring the people back to God.

. The Author

Unknown
Tradition (Talmud) says Kings was written by Jeremiah.

. The Date

1 Kings covers a period of about 120 years (9832 BC).
. The Theme
Solomon and the Split of the Kingdom

. The Key Verses

11:31-33
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6. The Outline

l. The United Kingdom (111)
[I.  The Divided Kingdom (122)

7. The Highlights
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2 Kings

1.

The Summary

2 Kings is a continuation of 1 Kings, beginning about _ years
after the division of the Kingdom. It cagd parallel accounts of

the two kingdoms for about another years to the fall of the
Northern Kingdom and then proceeds with the further history of
the Southern Kingdom for another years to its fall. The
book covers the last 12 kings of thertth@rn Kingdom and the last
16 kings of the Southern Kingdom (about 265 years).

The Northern Kingdom, called , fell in 722 BC at the
hands of the , whose capital was Nineveh. The
Southern Kingdom, called , fell in 586d&@he

hands of the , Whose capital was Babylon.
The ministry of and Is covered in
the first 7 chapters of 2 Kings. They were sent
from God in an effort to save the Northern Kingdom. Their
ministry together lasted about years.

Israel was conquered by the . It was the

policy to deport conquered peoples to other lands
to destroy their sense of nationalism and make them more easily
subject. Assyrians were great wars. Most nations at that time
were robber nations, but Assyrians seem to have been about the
worst of them all. They built their state on the loot of other
peoples. They practiced cruelty. They skinned their prisoners
alive, or cut off their hand$eet, noses, ears, or put out their eyes,
or pulled out their tongues. They made mounds of human skulls.
They did all of this to inspire terror (2 Kings 17 and 18).

Judah was captured by the in four installments.
Nebuchadnezzar came in BC and conquered Jehoiakim
and took temple treasures and fine young men like

to Babylon (2 Kings 24:113). He came again in BC and
took the rest of the treasures, King Jehoiachin and

of the princes, officers, andhief men, and carried them back to
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Babylon (24:1416). The Babylonians came again in BC.
This time they burned , broke down its :
put out the eyes of King Zedekiah and carried him in chains to
Babylon with 832 other captivesaeing only a remnant of the
people in the land (288. They came back 5
years after the burning of Jerusalem (581 BC) and took 745 more
captives (Jeremiah 52:30). This was after a considerable group,
including , had alredig to Egypt.

2. The Date

2 Kings covers a period of about 265 years (from the reign of
Ahaziah of Israel to the Babylonian Captivity).

3. The Theme

Continued History of the Divided Kingdom and
The Fall of the Northern and Southern Kingdoms

4. The Key Verses

17:1823; 25:811

5. The Outline

l. The Divided Kingdom (417)
[I.  The Surviving Kingdom (1-25)

Summary of 1 and 2 Kings
l. The United Kingdom (1 Kings-11)

[I.  The Divided Kingdom (1 Kings 12 2 Kings 17)
[ll.  The Surviving Kingdom (2 Kings 185)

6. The Highlights
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1 and 2 Chronicles

1. The Summary

1 and 2 Chronicles formed one book in the Hebrew. Chronicles

begins with the death of and continues the history of
through the Babylonian Captivity. It covers about the

same time period as 2 Samuetidnand 2 Kings. Chronicles,

however, centers on , the :
and the . Therefore, it centers on

and has little material about the Northern Kingdom. 1 and 2 Kings
have much more about the Kingdom and much

more about the . Elijah and Elisha play a large part

in Kings while Is mentioned only once in Chronicles
and is not mentioned at all. Kings and Chronicles

are a lot like the Gospels. Each presémissame general period
of time, but with a different emphasis.

The purposef Chronicles seems to be to give a history of the
during the Kingdom Period and
of the Temple and priesthood duri:

2. The Date

1 Chioniclescovers a period of about years (from the death
of Saul to the beginning of Solom

Events described in 2 Chronicles cover a period of about
years (from the beginning of the reign of Solomon to the decree of
fothe rebuilding of Jerusalem after the Captivity.)

3. The Themes

1 Chronicles Hi ghl i ghts of Daviddéds Reign
2 Chronicles Solomon and the History of the Southern Kingdom

(1 Chronicles reveals the desire of David to build the Temple and

2 Chronicles reords the departure of the people from the Temple
and its worship.)
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4. The Key Verses

1 Chronicles 29:228
2 Chronicles 1:1; 5:1; 36:148

5. The Outline

1 Chronicles
l. Genealogies (D)
I. Last Days and Death of Saul (10)
[ll.  Reign of David (1129)

2 Chronicles

l. Reign of Solomon (-B)
I. History of Kingdom of Judah
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