Bible Survey
Lesson 11 – Poetical Books (Job, Psalms,
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song
Of Solomon)
Job
1. The Summary
Job is the first of the Poetical Books, which also include Psalms,
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon and Lamentations. This
book is about a man by the name of Job. He is said to be
blameless and upright and one who feared God (1:1,8). After
hearing of one calamity after another, we are told that he did not
accuse God (1:22) but fell to the earth and worshipped (1:20). But
as the story unfolds, Job’s trust in God changes to complaining and
growing self-righteousness (chs. 3-31). When Job responds to
Bildad (chs. 9 and 10), he has lost his sense of God’s lovingkindness. It seems to him that God is not on his side at this time
but that He is working against him. He has no hope of ever
establishing his integrity before God who seems bent on breaking
him without a cause (9:17). Job is guilty of saying some terrible
things about God in this response. His suffering turns him into a
skeptic, but God is understanding and does not condemn him. Job
longs for his day in court to prove his righteousness but feels that
even if this were to happen he would be found guilty because there
is no one to plead his case. Job longs for a Mediator (9:33). In
chapter 10 he continues his argument with God and makes
supplication for justice. He accuses God of dealing harshly with
his saints. He wonders if God is not hiding hatred beneath an
outward show of love.
In all of this God is patient with Job’s outspokenness. He listened
as Job poured out his heart, knowing that Job would understand
when he saw the end of His dealings with the matter. By the time
we reach the end of the book, the self-life, with its self-goodness,
is laid bare so all can see. God interrogates Job face to face by
asking him a series of questions, over fifty in number! Through
these questions God reminded Job of His Eternality, His Power,
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His Wisdom, His Moral Government and His sovereignty. After
this series of questions, He asks Job a summary question; “Shall he
that contends with the Almighty instruct Him?” This time God
asks for an answer but Job has no answer. He cannot answer the
Almighty.
God responds to this by commanding Job to gird up his loins like a
man and answer Him. But before the answer there is to be more
questions, over twenty more questions! Through these questions
God displays His wisdom and majesty in nature to show Job that
He has the right to deal with His children without explaining His
reasons. Job has been guilty of condemning God in order to
establish his own righteousness. God causes him to be conscious
of his sinfulness and folly; he is silenced by these questions. He
acknowledges God’s sovereignty and humbles himself. The man
who at first was said to be the most “righteous” man on earth (1:8)
is found on his face before God, saying, “I abhor myself in dust
and ashes” (42:6).
Bruce Wilkinson says, “The man after the process is different
from the man before the process.”
J. Vernon McGee says, “God picked the best man who ever
lived (Christ is the exception) and showed that this man needed to
repent.”

2. The Purpose
To deal with the problem as to how the suffering of the godly can
be reconciled with the justice and love of God.
Why do the righteous suffer? The Bible offers three reasons for
Job’s suffering:
a. to reveal his character (Ezekiel 14:14,20)
b. to present an object lesson to others (James 5:11)
c. to bring out hidden sin of which Job was unaware (Job 42:6
with 32:1)

3. The Author
Perhaps Job (19:23-24) but we really don’t know.
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4. The Date
Probably about the time of Abraham (c2000-1800 BC) for the
following reasons:
1. Length of his life
 Job was at least middle age when these events occurred
(13:26; 29:4)
40
 He has 10 children after his trial is over (42:13)
10
 He lived another 140 years after this (42:16)
140
190
2. No reference is made to Moses, sacrifices or the tabernacle
3. Job acts as a priest in his own household as in Patriarchal times
(ch.1)
4. Mathematicians have set the date at approximately 2100 BC by
the four constellations mentioned in 38:31-32

5. The Theme
“Trusting God Under Unknown Conditions”
(Job never knew why all of these troubles came)

6. The Key Verses
40:1-5 (Read)

7. The Outline
I.
II.
III.
IV.

The Prologue (1-2)
The Speeches of Job and His Friends (3-37)
The Speech of God (38-41)
He Epilogue (42)

*Job’s trials were not a punishment but a testing. The result of this
testing was a new experience with the Lord, followed by greater
blessing than before (42:12-17). Compare James – Tests of
Obedience Produce Maturity
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Psalms
1. The Summary
Psalms 1-41 - Largely Prayers of David (37 out of 41)
Psalms 42-72 - Suffering of the godly and their deliverance
Psalms 73-89 - God’s dealings with Israel
Psalms 90-106 - Suffering of God’s people to end with the Lord’s
Reign
Psalms 107-150 - Emphasize the Word of God
The Psalms were written to be sung. Halley’s Bible Handbook
lists 20 musical titles from the superscription of the Psalms with
the possible meanings. In David’s day there were stringed
instruments (mainly the harp and psaltery), wind instruments
(flute, pipe, horn, trumpet) and percussion instruments (timbrel and
cymbal). David had an orchestra of 4,000 for which he made the
instruments (1 Chron. 23:5)
Inscriptions (superscriptions) may not have been part of the
original text but they do provide helpful information.
Leading ideas in Psalms
1. Trust is the foremost idea in the whole book
2. Praise. David was always asking God for something and
always thanking Him with his whole heart for answers.
3. Rejoicing. David’s unceasing troubles could not dim his joy in
God.
4. Mercy. David often spoke of the justice, righteousness and
wrath of God, but God’s mercy was the thing in which he
gloried.
Messianic Psalms
Many psalms, written a thousand years before Christ, contain
references to Christ that cannot be applicable to any other person
in history.
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Rules for determining that a particular passage is
Messianic:
1. When the passage specifically states it refers to the
Messiah (Psalm 2:2 and Daniel 9:25,26)
2. When the passage could not belong to any other but
the Messiah (Psalm 22:16 and Isa. 53:10)
3. When the passage is interpreted by other passages as
Messianic (Psalm 16:10 with Acts 2:25-31)
At least 13 Psalms are quoted in the New Testament
as referring to Christ
There are two kinds of quotations
1. “That it might be fulfilled”
Psa. 22:18 with John 19:24
Psa. 69:21 with John 19:28,29
2. A simple use of terminology
Psa. 91:11 with Luke 4:10-11
“That it might be fulfilled” is not included in Satan’s
quotation. Was the Psalm intended as a prophecy?
Probably not. Satan was just quoting Scripture.
Psalm 31:5 with Luke 23:46 cf. Acts 7:59
Was David writing prophetically or was Christ simply
expressing himself in Old Testament language?
Note: Some say that these kinds of references
constitute a Messianic context, but it really doesn’t.
When the New Testament reference says that it was
written that it might be fulfilled, then we don’t have to
guess.
Alphabetical Psalms
Psa. 119 is the only perfect one
Psa. 9, 10, 25, 34, 111, 112 and 145 are partially
alphabetical. In some cases the alphabet is out of order.
There are three reasons suggested for this structure:
1. To attract attention
2. A poetic form
3. Aid to memory
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Penitential Psalms
Some occasion of intense sorrow and turning to God
(6, 32, 38, 51, 102, 130 and others)
Historical Psalms
A rehearsal of some phase of the nation’s history
(78, 81, 105, 106, 114)
Imprecatory Psalms
Calling down evil upon enemies
(35, 52, 55, 58, 59, 69, 79, 109, 137)
Some feel that these curses are unfitting for the lips of
God’s children and their inclusion in God’s Word
requires some apology. We offer some explanation but
no apology:
1. The Holy Spirit, who inspired the Psalms, has
the right to condemn sin and sinner.
2. These curses are in accordance with the law –
“an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth” )Psa.
28:4).
3. These curses are in harmony with the teachings
of Christ and His apostles (Matt. 18:6; Gal.
1:8,9; James 5:3; 2 Pet. 2:12, 22; Jude 12, 15,
and many other passages).
4. These curses are not upon those whom the
psalmist personally dislikes, but on those who
oppose him because they oppose God and His
cause.
5. Some of the these curses have references to
prophecies of Scripture and express what would
be rather than what the author wished to be
(Psa. 137:8-9 with Isa. 13:16; Jer. 50:15; 51:6,
56)
6. Some of these curses have to do prophetically
with the betrayal of Christ (Psa. 40; 55; 69;
109)
7. God’s grace and mercy are revealed in His
repeated warnings to the wicked (Psa. 2:12)
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2. The Date
From the time of Moses (Psalm 90) to the Babylonian Captivity
(Psalm 137)
About 900 years

3. The Theme
“Book of Praises”
This the Hebrew Title

4. The Key Verses
33:1-4

5. The Outline
I.
II.
III.
IV.
V.

Book One 1-41
Book Two 42-72
Book Three 73-89
Book Four 90-106
Book Five 107-150
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Proverbs
1. The Summary
The book of Proverbs contains wise sayings about the practical
affairs of life. A proverb is a simple, self-evident truth, expressed
in a short, pointed sentence. The book emphasizes the importance
of wisdom, righteousness and the fear of God. The very beginning
of a biblically based worldview and lifestyle is the fear of God.
We must learn to look at life from God’s point of view. In this
book we see the importance of:
 living a moral life
 practicing self-control
 being diligent in our endeavors
 trusting God in all circumstances
 giving back to God a portion of what He has given to us
 meeting the needs of the poor
 controlling our tongues
 being kind to our enemies
 choosing godly companions
 training our children to love and fear the Lord
 being honest in our relationships with others
 refusing to be slothful or idle but industrious
 being just and helpful and cheerful and showing common sense
In short, Solomon shows us by experience that the essence of
human wisdom is in keeping the commandments of God.

2. The Date
These proverbs were written by Solomon in the early years of his
reign before he fell into idolatry (about 960 BC), but not put
together until the time of Hezekiah in 725 BC (25:1)

3. The Purpose
The purpose of this book is stated in 1:2-7:
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To promote wisdom, instruction, understanding, righteousness,
justice, equity, prudence, knowledge, discretion, learning and
sound counsel.
In a phrase – to instruct in practical things unto godliness.

4. The Theme
“To Know Wisdom and Instruction”
(wise, wisdom, wisely are found 119 times in this book)
knowledge = the possession of facts
wisdom = the ability to judge soundly and deal sagaciously with
facts, especially as they relate to life and conduct (Webster);
seeing life from God’s point of view (Gothard)

5. The Key Verses
1:7; 9:10

6. The Outline
I.
II.
III.
IV.
V.

Proverbs of Solomon Contrasting Wisdom and Evil 1-9
Proverbs of Solomon Contrasting Wisdom and Folly 10-24
Proverbs of Solomon Prepared by Men of Hezekiah 25-29
Proverbs of Agur 30
Proverbs of King Lemuel 31

*Note – Some think that Agur and Lemuel might be different names for
Solomon. Agur means “collector,” and Lemuel means “devoted to God”; if
not, we know nothing else of these men.
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Ecclesiastes
1. The Summary
Ecclesiastes contains the philosophy of life of a man who has
everything. That philosophy is “I have tried everything and
nothing is worthy of anything. Vanity of vanities, everything is
vanity.” This is often considered the theme of this book, but this
gives the wrong impression. That was Solomon’s evaluation. It is
not a true statement. In Christ there is joy and peace and
fulfillment. Jesus Christ said, “I am come that you might have life
and that you might have it more abundantly.” Paul said, “For me
to live is Christ.” We are admonished to show forth the praise of
the glory of His grace by our lives – that is not emptiness.
Solomon was sitting on the throne in peaceful security with riches,
honor, splendor, power, and living in the greatest of luxury. You
would think, by the world’s standards, he would have been happy
and content. Yet, his continual evaluation was, “All is vanity!”
And we get the distinct impression that Solomon was not a happy
man. He concluded that there was little happiness in life and in his
heart there was a yearning for something that he could not find.
Men today are looking for happiness in possessions and pleasures
– everything that Solomon had and yet he did not experience the
happiness for which men seek. For happiness is not found in
possessions and pleasures, but in a proper relationship with God.
In a way, this book is the expression of man's cry for a Savior – the
only thing that will fill the great sense of emptiness and need in his
life.
Due to the nature of the book, all statements are not true. They are
accurate recordings of Solomon’s conclusions, but they are not true
(2:24; 3:19-22; 7:16; 8:15).

2. The Purpose
To show that the things of this world do not bring true happiness or
satisfaction – life is full of weariness and disappointment.
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3. The Author
Solomon (1:1,12,16; 2:4-11)

4. The Date
About 935 BC (Assuming it was written near the end of Solomon’s
life)

5. The Theme
“Man’s Reasoning about Life – All is Meaningless”

6. The Key Verses
1:12-14; 3:14; 12:13-14

7. The Outline
I. The Problem 1:1-11
II. The Experiment 1:12-12:12
III. The Conclusion 12:13-14

8. The Highlights
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Song of Solomon
1. The Summary
The Song of Solomon is a description of wedded love between
Solomon and the Shulamite. Chapter 1 verse 1 through chapter 3
verse 5 records the courtship of Solomon and the Shulamite.
Chapter 3 verse 6 through chapter 5 verse 1 describes the wedding
and chapter 5 verse 2 through chapter 8 verse 14 reveals something
of the marriage relationship between these two. While it is true
that there is a love relationship between Christ and the Church; and
Jehovah and Israel; and Christ and the individual believer; I do not
see anything in this book or anything in the New Testament to
indicate that this book was intended to be a type of any of these
relationships.
The application of this book is found in the elevation of the
marriage relationship. It teaches us not to despise physical beauty
and married love as being of a low order. It should cause us to
give praise to the One who created the human body, male and
female, who awoke in Adam the longing for a companion like unto
himself and yet different, and then created that companion
especially to meet that need.

2. The Author
Solomon (1:1)

3. The Theme
“A Description of Wedded Love”

4. The Key Verses
8:7
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5. The Different Views
A. The Literal View – A description of wedded love between
Solomon and the Shulamite
B. The Typical View -- The main events relate to Solomon but
there is a foreshadowing of Christ and the Church, or God and
His people, or Jehovah and Israel, or Christ and the individual
believer.
C. The Allegorical View – The events did not happen; they were
an allegorical description of the relationship between Jehovah
and Israel.
D. The Anthology View – This is an unrelated collection of love
songs.

6. The Outline
I.
II.
III.

Courtship 1:1-3:5
Wedding 3:6-5:1
Married Life 5:2-8:14

147

148

149

150

151

152

