Bible Survey
Lesson 12 – Introduction and the Gospels
Introduction to the New Testament
I.

Structure of the New Testament
See chart.

II.

Land of the New Testament
See map.
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Introduction to the Gospels
Many people would say that the Gospels are their favorite books.
There is a special attraction to the Gospels because they contain the words of
Jesus. The Gospels are typically understood to be the most basic of the
books of the Bible. I have often heard that we should place greater emphasis
upon the Gospels because they contain the words of the Lord. Of course, the
Gospels are very important books because they contain the message of the
birth, life, death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. But the Gospels
(at least the Synoptic Gospels) are also among the most difficult books of the
Bible to interpret.
If I were to ask you what one had to do to be saved, you would tell me
that he must trust in the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior. I assume that you
would agree that that is a very important message. But not once in the 28
chapters of the book of Matthew do we find Jesus asking someone to believe
in Him to receive salvation.
I am not suggesting that there is another way to obtain salvation. John
recounts numerous situations in his Gospel in which the Lord called on
people to believe. In fact, the word “believe” is found about 100 times in the
Gospel of John, but it is not found once in Matthew. It is found just three
times in Mark and only once in Luke. We only find Jesus asking someone
to believe and be saved four times in all of Matthew, Mark and Luke. That
is because much of the ministry of Jesus that is recorded in the Synoptic
Gospels was not focused on His asking people to submit to Him as Savior.
Of course, there were times when He did do that and John records some of
those times for us, but that is not what the Synoptics are about.
Many of the New Testament Epistles were written by the Apostle
Paul. He wrote to churches and to individuals admonishing and encouraging
them to live in a way that would glorify God. But in all of his letters he only
quoted the Lord Jesus one time. That was in 1 Corinthians 11 when he
taught about communion. He quoted what Jesus said on the night of His
betrayal: “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in
remembrance of Me.” In addition, he made two general references to
something the Lord said without quoting Him. The Lord said that a wife is
not to leave her husband the Lord commanded that those who preach the
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gospel should live from the gospel. Interesting! Why is that? It is because
the message of Jesus was so dramatically different than the message of the
rest of the New Testament.
The Lord said, “If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out, and
cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members
perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell” (Matt. 5:29). Why
don’t we do that?
When a man came to Jesus asking what he must do to inherit eternal
life, He told him that he must “keep the commandments.” That isn’t what
John, Paul, James and Peter tell us we need to do to have eternal life. Why
would Jesus say that?
Jesus said that whoever breaks even the least of the commandments
and teaches others to do so would be called least in the kingdom of heaven
(Matt. 5:17-19). I don’t keep the Sabbath and I teach others that they don’t
need to keep the Sabbath. Why is that?
Jesus said that if we don’t forgive others He will not forgive us. I
would suspect that many of us then are not forgiven. There are many other
examples of how the teaching of Jesus is different from that which we find
in the rest of the New Testament. Jesus placed very high demands on those
he taught. His teaching seems to fly in the face of the grace that is taught in
the rest of the New Testament. Why is that? We don’t forgive to be
forgiven, but because we have been forgiven already.
We already mentioned that Jesus told the rich young ruler that he must
keep the commandments to inherit eternal life. Can one be saved by keeping
the commandments (Rom. 3:20,28; Gal. 2:16; Eph. 2:8; Titus 3:5)? Can
anyone even keep the commandments? Why then would Jesus tell anyone
that he must keep the commandments in order to inherit eternal life? Why
didn’t He tell him that he couldn’t keep the commandments and that
salvation was by faith in the Son of God?
We mentioned in the very first lesson that the Old Testament or Old
Covenant is a covenant that God made with man in which He revealed His
holiness through the righteous standard of law. The New Testament or New
Covenant embodies a revelation of the holiness of God through His utterly
righteous Son.
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We know that God gave the Israelites the Law shortly after they
arrived at Mt. Sinai after their deliverance from Egypt. We know that the
book of Leviticus talks about how a holy people must worship a holy God.
It talks about how to approach a holy God and how to live for a holy God.
In the 26th chapter of Leviticus, after having given Israel the Law, God made
it very clear that He would bless them if they obeyed Him. But He also said
that if they failed to keep His law he would curse them. Israel continued
under this covenant throughout the rest of the Old Testament – through the
book of Malachi.
The rest of the Bible is called the New Testament. It talks about the
new covenant God made with man on the basis of the holiness of His Son.
So where does the old covenant stop and the new covenant begin? The
natural answer would be that the old covenant stops at the end of the Old
Testament and the new covenant begins at the beginning of Matthew. But
the book of Hebrews says that Jesus is the mediator of the new covenant and
that He had to die before it went into effect (Heb. 9:15-17).
When Jesus shared the Passover with His disciples on the night before
the crucifixion He introduced what we call the Lord’s Supper when He said;
“This cup is the new covenant in My blood.” So, while we place Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John in the New Testament, the new covenant doesn’t really
begin until the death of Christ. What does that mean? It means that the
people to whom Jesus ministered were under the old covenant. They were
held to the righteous standard of Law. That is one of the clues as to why
some of the statements Jesus makes in the Gospels are out of sync with the
rest of the New Testament. Another is that the Lord’s purpose throughout
His ministry was not so much to present the gospel of grace as it was to
prepare people for the gospel of grace. However, Jesus also occasionally
called upon people to “believe” that he was the Christ, the Son of God, and
told them that by believing they might have life. Those encounters are
primarily recorded in the Gospel of John. It might be helpful to think of the
Gospel period as a transition period between the two covenants. Sometimes
Jesus spoke to people from the perspective of the old covenant and
sometimes He spoke to them from the perspective of the new covenant that
was soon to come. That is why we must be very careful about establishing
doctrine from the Gospels, even though the Gospels contain the words of
Christ.
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The New Testament tells us that the purpose of the law was to bring
people to Christ. It was to help people understand that they were sinners and
could not keep the law. Much of Jesus’ teaching was for that purpose – to
bring people to a realization that they were sinners and they could not
measure up to the standards He was teaching. He was attempting to break
down their self-righteousness. Often times He never offered salvation to His
audience because they were not ready for it. That is why we don’t find the
word “believe” even once in the Gospel of Matthew.
Jesus was not laying down rules for living under the new covenant.
He was holding the old covenant to its highest standard in order to reveal
clearly that it was impossible to keep it. I am not suggesting that there is no
application for the Church in the teachings of the Synoptic Gospels. There
is, just like there is practical value from the books of the Old Testament. But
the Lord’s primary intention in His teaching was not to instruct the Church,
which had not yet begun. It was to prepare the way for the Cross and the
new covenant.

I.

Character of the Gospels
A. The Gospels can be divided into two parts
MINISTRY
2/3 of writing
33 ½ years

PASSION
1/3 of writing
8-10 days
Emphasis is definitely here!

B. The Gospels are not a life of Christ but 4 different ______________
of Christ
Matthew
Mark
Luke
John

King
Servant
Son of Man (Humanity)
Son of God (Deity)

Jews
Romans
Greeks
World

All the Gospels show that Jesus is the _________________ – the
fulfillment of OT prophecy (but Matthew more than the others).
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II.

Place of the Gospels
The Gospels were not written before the Epistles, but are placed first
because they serve as a __________ between the Old Testament and
the New Testament Epistles.
The Gospel period is under the Law, but that is not to say that we
cannot profit from the truths found in the Gospels.

III. Order/Chronology of the Gospels
The purpose of the Gospels was not to record the events of the life of
Christ in the order in which they happened, but to set forth the Person
of Christ according to a certain theme. Thus the material is arranged
according to _________ and is not necessarily __________________.
(See Harmony of the Gospels. Matthew and Luke are not
chronological). Sometimes there are large gaps of time between
verses that are not immediately evident.
(See Chart)
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Chronology

 In Matthew 3 Jesus was baptized in Perea by John
 In the first part of Matthew 4 we have the record of the temptations in
the wilderness
 Then there was another encounter with John the Baptist – Behold the
Lamb of God (John 1)
 Then we have the record of Andrew and Peter following Jesus (John
1)
 Then Jesus went to Galilee (John 1:43) where he found Philip and
Philip found Nathanael
 It was in Galilee that he turned water into wine at the wedding feast
(John 2)
 Then Jesus went back to Jerusalem where he cleansed the temple at
the time of Passover (John 2)
 And met with Nicodemus, the ruler of the Jews (John 3)
 Then he left Judea and headed to Galilee again (John 4:1-4)
 On His way to Galilee He had His encounter with the woman at the
well in Samaria. After two days in Samaria (John 4:3). He
continued His trip to Galilee.
 In Cana, of Galilee He healed the nobleman’s son. This was His
second trip to Cana (John 4:46). Note that He is in Cana again.
 This is probably where His rejection at Nazareth comes in. Luke
4:14-29. Note that this is recorded in Luke right after the
Temptations. So what does that tell us? There is a gap in Luke 4
between verses 13 and 14.
 Luke 4:31. (Compare Matt. 4:13). After His rejection at Nazareth
He went down to Capernaum. By the way, the text says he went
down to Capernaum. If you look at a map Capernaum is north of
Nazareth, but it is lower in elevation. While in Capernaum He cast
our demons (Luke 4:31-37); he healed Peter’s mother-in-law (Luke
4:38-39). Matthew does not record any of this information. There is
a gap of about 1 year between Matt. 4:11 and 4:12.

We must be very careful when we study the Gospels,
comparing Scripture with Scripture.
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IV. The Synoptic Gospels
Matthew, Mark, and Luke are known as “The Synoptic Gospels.”
Synoptic means “to see together.” They are synoptic because they are
______________.
Matthew – ______ of Matthew’s material is in the other Gospels
Mark – _______ of Mark’s material is in the other Gospels
Luke – _______ of Luke’s material is in the other Gospels
John – only _____ of John’s material is found in the other Gospels

How can the similarity of the Synoptics be explained?
1. Writers had direct information and knowledge concerning Christ
and the apostles.
2. Oral teachings of the Gospel
3. There were other written accounts
4. The Holy Spirit directed the writing (2 Peter 1:20,21)
If so much of the material is similar, then why four Gospels?
Each Gospel was written with a different purpose in mind. The early
Church looked at all four Gospels as a unit. None of the Gospels give
the whole picture by itself.
Why was there no written Gospel until after 50AD?
1. The first century believers expected Christ to return very soon.
2. Eyewitnesses carried more weight than written accounts.

Why were the Gospels eventually written?
1. There was a need to keep truth accurate and uniform.
2. Completeness
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Matthew
1. The Author
The text does not identify the author, but the early church
attributed this gospel to Matthew. Matthew was a tax collector but
when the Lord Jesus said, “Follow Me,” he gave up his job and
followed Him. Matthew was a brilliant man who knew the Old
Testament Scriptures well.

2. The Date
Before AD 70 because Jerusalem had not yet been destroyed and
the disciples were still alive. It may have been written about AD
50, about 20 years after the crucifixion and resurrection.

3. The Purpose
Matthew is the first book of the New Testament because it serves
as a natural _____________ between the Testaments. Matthew
quotes the Old Testament nearly ___ times in 28 chapters. It was
written to show that Jesus was the fulfillment of the Messianic
promise (1:22; 2:15, 17, 23; 3:3, 15; 4:14; 5:17; 8:17; 12:17;
13:14, 35; 21:4; 24:34; 26:54,56; 27:9, 35). In contrast, Mark and
Luke only mention this twice. John does it eight times. Matthew
shows that Jesus fulfilled Old Testament prophecies more than the
other three gospels together. This is especially seen in verse 5 of
chapter 21 where Matthew quotes from Zechariah 9:9, “Behold
thy king cometh....” He establishes the fact that Jesus is the heir to
the throne of David, depicting Him as the ___________________.
In the first four chapters alone, Matthew shows Jesus’ legal right
to the throne, His divine right to the throne, and His moral right to
the throne. Phrases such as “that that which was spoken by the
prophets might be fulfilled” are found throughout the book
confirming that Jesus was the fulfillment of Old Testament
prophecies.

4. The Theme
________________________

5. The Key Verse
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21:5 - ...Behold your king is coming to you...

6. The Unique contribution of Matthew
Matthew includes information about the visit of the wise men (2:112), the flight to Egypt (2:12-23), and the Sermon on the Mount
(5:1-7:29) that is not given in the other Gospels. Luke mentions
the Sermon on the Mount, but only briefly.
7. The Chapters to
Chs. 5-7
Sermon on the Mount
5
Beatitudes
6
Lord’s Prayer
Chs. 24-25
Olivet Discourse (Tribulation & 2nd Coming)
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