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Matthew 

 

1. The Author 
The text does not identify the author, but the early church 

attributed this gospel to Matthew.  Matthew was a tax collector but 

when the Lord Jesus said, “Follow Me,” he gave up his job and 

followed Him.  Matthew was a brilliant man who knew the Old 

Testament Scriptures well. 

 

2. The Date 
Before AD 70 because Jerusalem had not yet been destroyed and 

the disciples were still alive.  It may have been written about AD 

50, about 20 years after the crucifixion and resurrection. 

 

3. The Purpose 
Matthew is the first book of the New Testament because it serves 

as a natural _____________ between the Testaments.  Matthew 

quotes the Old Testament nearly ___ times in 28 chapters.  It was 

written to show that Jesus was the fulfillment of the Messianic 

promise (1:22; 2:15, 17, 23; 3:3, 15; 4:14; 5:17; 8:17; 12:17; 

13:14, 35; 21:4; 24:34; 26:54,56; 27:9, 35).  In contrast, Mark and 

Luke only mention this twice.  John does it eight times.  Matthew 

shows that Jesus fulfilled Old Testament prophecies more than the 

other three gospels together.  This is especially seen in verse 5 of 

chapter 21 where Matthew quotes from Zechariah 9:9, “Behold 

thy king cometh....”  He establishes the fact that Jesus is the heir to 

the throne of David, depicting Him as the ___________________.  

In the first four chapters alone, Matthew shows Jesus’ legal right 

to the throne, His divine right to the throne, and His moral right to 

the throne.  Phrases such as “that that which was spoken by the 

prophets might be fulfilled” are found throughout the book 

confirming that Jesus was the fulfillment of Old Testament 

prophecies. 

 

4. The Theme 
  ________________________ 

 

5. The Key Verse 
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21:5 - ...Behold your king is coming to you... 

 

6. The Unique contribution of Matthew 
Matthew includes information about the visit of the wise men (2:1-

12), the flight to Egypt (2:12-23), and the Sermon on the Mount 

(5:1-7:29) that is not given in the other Gospels.  Luke mentions 

the Sermon on the Mount, but only briefly. 

 

7. The Chapters to  
Chs. 5-7  Sermon on the Mount 

5 Beatitudes 

6 Lord’s Prayer 

Chs. 24-25 Olivet Discourse (Tribulation & 2
nd

 Coming) 
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Mark 
 

1. The Author 
Unlike Matthew, Mark was not one of the original disciples.  He 

was however... 

a native of Jerusalem 

a companion of Peter 

a cousin of Barnabas (who was a close associate of Paul and the 

apostles) 

 So he certainly would have been familiar with the Life of Christ. 

 

2. The Date 
Many believe that Mark is the earliest Gospel, but there is no hard 

evidence to support that.  Mark prophesies the destruction of the 

temple (13:2), so we know it was written before AD 70.  It was 

probably written sometime between AD 55 and AD 68. 

 

3. The Purpose 
Mark’s Gospel is one of ____________ as opposed to the lengthy 

discourse of Matthew.  He tells us more about the activities of 

Jesus than His teachings.  He presents Jesus as the Servant of the 

Lord.  He relates the activities of Jesus in quick-moving narrative 

marked by the frequent use of the Greek adverb eutheos, meaning 

“immediately,” or “straightway” (used 42 times – 1:10, 12, 18, 20, 

21, 28, 29, 30, 31, 42, 43; 2:2, 8, 12; 3:6; 4:5, 15, 16, 17, 29; 5:2, 

13, 29, 30, 42; 6:25, 27, 45, 50,54; 7:35; 8:10; 9:15, 20, 24; 10:52; 

11:3; 14:43, 45; 15:1). 

 

The picture of Christ as Servant is seen clearly in Mark 10:45, 

For even the Son of man came, not to be ministered unto but to 

minister, and to give His life a ransom for many. 

 

About _______ of Mark is devoted to the last week of the life of 

Christ (chs. 11-16). 
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4. The Recipients 
Matthew was written to Jews. 

Mark was written to the ______________.   

There is no verse that says that Matthew was written to Jews and 

Mark was written to the Romans, but we can tell that from internal 

evidence.  Matthew frequently uses Old Testament Scriptures to 

show that Jesus was in fact the Messiah.  There are a number of 

reasons we believe that Mark wrote to Romans: 

a. He translated Aramaic expressions for the benefit of his readers 

(3:17; 5:41; 7:34; 14:36; 15:34) 

b. He explained Greek expressions by their Latin equivalents 

(12:42; 15:36) 

c. The testimony of early Church Fathers (Clement of Alexandria 

and Irenaeus) 

 

5. The Theme 
____________________________ 

 

6. The Key Verse 
10:45 – For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 

serve, and to give His life a ransom for many. 

 

7. The Unique Contribution of Mark 
Mark is the only Gospel that records information about: 

 Healing of deaf and dumb man (7:31-37) 

 Healing of blind man (8:22-26) 

 Parable of growing seed (4:26-29) 

 Parable of the absent householder (13:33-37) 

 

8. The Chapters to Remember 
Ch. 1 Baptism and Temptation   
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Luke 

 
1. The Author 

This Gospel and the book of Acts begin with dedications to 

Theophilus and share common interests and a common style of 

writing.  Acts refers back to Luke as “the former treatise.”  It is 

concluded that Luke is the only one of Paul’s traveling 

companions mentioned in the epistles who could have written the 

“we” sections of Acts (16:10-17; 20:5-21:18; 27:1-28:16).  Early 

tradition also attributes this book to Dr. Luke.  Luke was not a 

disciple of Christ.  He was a companion of Paul. 

 

2. The Date 
It is clear from Acts 1 that Luke was written before Acts.  If Acts 

was written during Paul’s first Roman imprisonment (AD 63), 

then Luke was written earlier than that (AD 58-63). 

 

3. The Purpose 
Luke presents Jesus as the Son of Man, emphasizing His perfect 

_______________.  The Greeks had long sought after “the perfect 

man.”  Luke’s Gospel shows that Christ is that perfect man. 

 

4. The Recipients 
Luke was probably a Gentile (or a least a Hellenistic Jew).  His 

name is Greek.  His use of the Greek language also suggests that 

he was a Gentile (or Hellenistic Jew).  He was more at home in the 

Greek language than most Jews would have been.  The Gospel of 

Luke begins with a formal dedication in Graeco-Roman literary 

style. 

 

There are a number of internal evidences that Luke wrote to a 

Greek audience: 

2:32 Simeon refers to Jesus as “a light to lighten the Gentiles,  

and the glory of thy people Israel.” 

       3:6 Here Luke quotes Isaiah as saying: “All flesh shall see the  

salvation of God. 

       3:23-28 The genealogy of Jesus goes back, not just to Abraham  

(father of the Jewish nation as in Matthew), but to Adam,  

father of the whole human race. 
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5. The Theme 
_______________________ 

 

6. The Key Verse 
19:10 – The Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which 

is lost. 

 

 The human aspects of Christ are seen in Luke’s accounts of 

the birth, childhood, growth and social life of Jesus.  For 

instance, Luke tells us that Jesus... 

 Was subject to Joseph and Mary 

 Wept over Jerusalem 

 Had meals with Simon, Mary and Martha, with a 

Pharisee, with a ruler of the Pharisees 

 Went to lodge with Zacchaeus 

 Ate a piece of broiled fish 

 

 Prayer is emphasized in this Gospel.  Of the 15 times Jesus 

is found praying in the four Gospels, 11 are found in Luke. 

 Children are referred to more affectionately in this Gospel. 

 The Lord’s compassion is seen in the special interest he 

takes in the sick 

 

Summary:  

MATTHEW MARK LUKE 

Jews Romans Greeks 

King Servant Perfect Man 

Sovereignty Humility Humanity 

21:5 10:45 19:10 

 

7. The Unique Contribution of Luke 
Luke is the longest and most comprehensive of the four Gospels.  

Matthew has more chapters, but Luke is longer and more 

comprehensive (see Harmony of the Gospels). 
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8. The Chapters to Remember   
15 - Lost, Coin, Lost Son 

16 - Rich man and Lazarus 

17 - Forgiveness 
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John 

 
1.  The Author 

John the Apostle, son of Zebedee, brother of James wrote this Gospel.  

John was not only a disciple but he was also one of the inner circle 

(Peter, James, and John).  He refers to himself as “________________ 

___________” or the “_____________________________________” 

(13:23; 19:26; 20:2; 21:7, 20, 23-24) 

 

Reasons for believing this disciple to be John: 

1. In each of these passages John could be the disciple referred 

to 

2. The early Church believed John to be the author 

3. John was one of the disciples closest to the Lord (Matt. 10:2; 

17:1; Gal. 2:9) 

4. John, the apostle, is never called by name in this gospel, but 

he is mentioned by name in each of the other gospels 

5. The author was an eyewitness of the events (1:14, 29, 35-36, 

etc.) 

6. The author was a disciple (21:24) 

 

Some facts about John: 

1. John was a son of Zebedee and Salome (Matt. 4:21) Matt. 

27:56; Mk 15:40; 16:1) 

Many believe that Salome was the sister of Mary (see John 

19:25).  This would make Jesus and John cousins.  This 

would partly explain the close association between the two. 

2. John was a brother of the apostle James 

3. John was a fisherman along with his brother and his father at 

the Sea of Galilee.  Zebedee was apparently well-to-do 

because he had servants (Mk. 1:19,20) 

4. John later became a leader of the church at Jerusalem (Gal. 

2:9) 

5. He also wrote 3 epistles and Revelation 

 

John was an _____________________ of the events he recorded: 

 1:14 – “we beheld His glory” 

Small touches scattered throughout the Gospel confirm the fact 

that John was an eyewitness. 
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 2:6; 4:6; 12:3,5)   

 He shares the facts concerning Jesus’ arrest and trial 

with _____________   _______________. 

What is the significance of all of this? 

Who can argue with an eyewitness? 

 

2.  The Date 
This Gospel was probably written during John’s ministry at Ephesus 

sometime between AD 68 and AD 90.  It is believed to be the last of 

the Gospels, but written before his epistles and the book of 

Revelation. 

 

3.  The Purpose 
John tells us the purpose of his writing in ___________.  It may be 

that John had read the other Gospels and was writing a supplement to 

them.  There is no Galilean ministry in this Gospel, almost no 

parables, and the miracles are very selective.  John gives information 

that the other Gospel writers did not mention  (See Harmony). 

 

4.  The Theme 
 _______________________________ 
 

5.  The Key Verse 
20:31 – But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His 

name. 

 

6.  The Key Words 
Signs, Believe, Life  

Signs.  _________________ are called signs in John because of their 

special meaning.  These miracles were occasions for Jesus’ teachings. 

4:46-54 – Healing of Nobleman’s Son 

Teaching – Except you see signs and wonder you will not 

believe (4:48). 

  

     5:1-9 – Healing of Impotent Man 

This served as the occasion for extensive teaching concerning 

His deity in the remainder of the chapter. 
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     6:1-14 – Feeding of the 5,000 

Teaching concerning the Bread of Life (6:26ff) 

     9:1-12 – Healing of the Blind Man 

Teaching – Neither has this man sinned nor his parents (9:3). 

     11:1-46 – Raising of Lazarus 

Teaching concerning the resurrection and the life (11:25-26) 

     

      John also shares the first miracle of changing water to wine (ch. 2) 

       and walking on the water (ch. 6). 

 

 Believe.  This word is found nearly _____ times in John’s Gospel.  

It is sometimes rendered “trust” or “commit” (see 2:24).  

“Commit” in verse 24 is the same as “believe” in verse 23.  

The word is pisteuo.  It stands for complete trust and commitment 

of the individual to Christ.  It means to “trust in,” “rely on,” or 

“commit to.”  It may surprise you to know that the Scriptures never 

once exhort sinners to: 

 Accept Christ 

 Make a decision for Christ 

 Ask Jesus into their heart 

 Try Jesus 

 Come forward 

 Or even to accept Jesus as their personal Savior 

We often use the illustration that salvation is a _______ and it must 

be __________.  But trusting in Jesus as Savior is much more than 

“receiving” a gift.  When we receive a gift we are not relying on 

that gift for anything.  We do not trust it to be anything or to do 

anything.  Believing on Jesus is active, not passive.  At the same 

time, we hasten to say that the great miracle of salvation is not that 

we accept Christ, but that He accepts us. 

 Life.  A third key word of this Gospel is life.  John uses this word 

as the sum total of all that is imparted to the believer in his 

salvation. 

This is life eternal that they should know thee the only true 

God, and Him whom thou didst send, even Jesus Christ (John 

17:3). 
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7.  The Unique Contribution of John 
 92% of the contents of this Gospel are not found in the other 

gospels 
 Instead of the Disciples’ Prayer as found in Matthew and Mark, 

John gives us the Lord’s Prayer (ch. 17) 
 There are 8 miracles found in John and 6 of them are new 
 Nathanael 
 Nicodemus (ch. 3) 
 Woman at the well (ch. 4) 

 Impotent man 

 Resurrection of Lazarus (ch. 11) 

 Mary and Martha (11:55-12:1) 

 Upper Room Discourse (chs. 13-17) 

 New titles  

- Logos 

- Only Begotten 

- Holy Spirit is called the Paraclete 

 Seven “I AM’s” 

1.  I am the bread of life – 6:35 

2.  I am the light of the world – 8:12; 9:5 

3.  I am the door – 10:7,9 

4.  I am the good shepherd – 10:11 

5.  I am the resurrection and the life – 11:25 

6.  I am the way, the truth, and the life – 14:6 

7.  I am the true vine – 15:1 

The important thing about these claims is their exclusive nature. 

 There are whole sections of material that are entirely new 

Chapter 1 – Prologue 

  Testimony of John the Baptist 

  1
st
 Disciples 

Chapter 2 – 1
st
 miracle (Cana) 

  1
st
 cleansing of the Temple 

Chapter 3 – Nicodemus 

Chapter 4 – Woman at the Well 

Chapter 5 – Impotent man 

  World Judgment Discourses 

Chapter 6 – Bread of Life Discourse 

Chapter 7 – Discourse at the Feast of Tabernacles 
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Chapter 8 – Light of the World Discourse 

Chapter 9 – Blind man Discourse 

Chapter 10 – Good Shepherd Discourse 

Chapter 11 – Raising of Lazarus Discourse 

Chapter 12 – Visit of the Greeks Discourse 

Chapter 13 – Washing of the Disciples Feet 

Chapters 14-16 – Farewell Discourse 

Chapters 13-17 – Unique to Gospel of John 

Chapter 17 – Lord’s Prayer 

Chapter 20 – Two appearances to disciples 

Chapter 21 – Appearance at Sea of Tiberias 

  John’s Epilogue 

8.  The Chapters to Remember  
1 – Preincarnate Christ 

2 – 1
st
 miracle (changing water to wine at Cana) 

3 – Nicodemus 

13-17 – Upper Room Discourse 
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