Bible Survey
Lesson 20 – 2 Timothy, 2 Peter, Hebrews, Jude
2 Timothy
1. The Background
After the burning of Rome around AD 64, Paul was singled out, arrested,
and placed in _________. He was slain in AD 67. Paul wrote this letter to
Timothy, who was still at ___________, just before his (Paul’s) death. It
seems that his main purpose was to summons Timothy to come to Rome and
to bring some clothes and parchment. There is a combination of sorrow and
joy in this letter. There is sorrow because he knew his days were limited,
but joy because of his hope in Christ.

2. The Summary
Paul’s challenge to Timothy in view of Christian service (1-2).
Paul’s challenge to Timothy in view of coming apostasy (3-4).

3. The Theme
_______________________________

4. The Key Verses
____________

5. The Highlights
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2 Peter
1. The Purpose
The purpose of 2 Peter is to exhort these believers to remember what
they had been taught (1:13.15.16; 3:1,2,17,18). Peter’s reason for
stirring them up and challenging them to hold in remembrance the things
they had learned was that they might be on their guard against false
teachers (2:1-3:4).
This purpose is also supported by the structure of the letter. Peter begins
by reviewing the position of the Christian (chapter 1). Then he shares
with them the perils of the Christian’s life in chapter 2 (specifically that
of false teachers). Then he encourages these Christians to persevere to
the end (chapter 3).

2. The Theme
We will call the theme Hold in Remembrance. This is not just a theme
chosen at random by Peter. There is a specific purpose for this burden to
stir you up by putting you in remembrance. That purpose seems to be
made clear in 3:17. Beware lest, being carried away with the error of
the wicked, you fall from your own steadfastness.

3. The Key Verses
3:1-2

4. The Outline
I.
II.

The Preface 1:1-2
The Position of the Christian 1:3-21
A. A new life 1:3-4
B. A new walk 1:5-11
C. A new authority 1:12-21
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III.
A.
B.
C.

The Perils of Christians (ch. 2)
Doctrine of false teachers 2:1-3
Doom of false teachers 2:4-9
Description of false teachers 2:10-22

IV.
A.
B.
C.

The Perseverance of the Christian ch. 3
Resistance to Christ’s return 3:1-7
Reality of Christ’s return 3:8-10
Relation to Christ’s return 3:11-18

V.

The Precaution 3:17-18

5. The Highlights
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Hebrews
1. The Background and Summary
This epistle was written to a group of ___________ believers living in
some definite community like Ephesus or Colosse (13:7,17,24), but we
don’t know what community it was.
These Jewish believers were in danger of turning from Christ because of
the persecution they were facing from their countrymen. The writer of
this letter exhorts them to “go on to maturity.” He does this by dwelling
on the person of Christ. He shows that Jesus is better than the
_____________(1:1-4). He is better than ___________ (1:5-14; 2:5-18).
He is better than ___________ (3:1-6). He is better than ____________
(4:14-5:10; 7:1-28). He instituted a better _______________ on better
______________ (8:1-13) and He offers a better _____________ and a
better ______________ (9:1-10:18).
The writer concludes this letter with practical exhortations to obedience
in their worship and their walk (10:19-13:25).

2. The Author
Only God knows for certain. The authorship of Hebrews has been
attributed to almost every New Testament character of literary ability
(Paul, Priscilla, Luke, Apollos, Barnabas, Silas, Timothy, etc.).
Arguments for Paul:
 “compassion in bonds” 10:34
 mention of Timothy 13:23
 may be anonymous because Paul was not held in high esteem by
Jews
 according to 2 Peter 3:15ff Paul wrote to Jews
 Eusebius said that Paul wrote it and Luke translated it into Greek.
This would account for the difference in Greek style from Paul’s
other writings.
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3. The Date
Before AD 95 because it is mentioned by Clement of Rome
Before AD 70 because the temple and levitical ritual were still in
operation (cf. 8:4; 9:6-9; chs. 10 and 13)
“My bonds” (10:34) seems to be alluding to the “day approaching” (AD
70).
Probably AD 63-67, but could be as early as the AD 40’s

4. The Theme
_______________ (2:1; 3:12-14; 4:1,11,14; 5:12; 6:1-3,11-12; 12:12,14-15; 13:20-21)
3:12,18,19: 4:2,6 – Disbelief (unbelief) and disobedience are equal.
 Greek words (same root)
 It is seen in the context (3:12,18,19 and 4:2,6)
 4:2 introduces the warning about falling away like Israel in the
wilderness. 3:18,19 explain the reason for this as disobedience or
unbelief.
In chapter 6 we see that these believers were in danger of not being
allowed to experience the fullness of the “rest” of their redemption (6:13).
Therefore, let us press on to maturity (6:1). If you have genuine faith to
begin with you will show it by bearing up and growing in maturity.
Failure to demonstrate faith necessitates chastisement – even “sin unto
death.”

5. The Key Verses
__________________
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6. The Outline
I. Maturity Because Of The Preeminence of the Son
A. Jesus Christ is Better than the Prophets
B. Jesus Christ is Better than the Angels
PRACTICAL
WARNING
Practical Warning
AGAINST
SLIPPING)
Against
Slipping
2:1-4

1:1-10:18
1:1-4
1:5-14; 2:5-18

C. Jesus Christ is Better than Moses

3:1-6

Practical Warning
Against Not Entering
His Rest
3:7-4:13
D. Jesus Christ is Better than Aaron

4:14-5:10; 7:1-28

Practical Warning
Concerning Maturity
5:11-6:20
E. Jesus Christ instituted a Better Covenant on Better Promises 8:1-13
F. Jesus Christ offers a Better Sanctuary & a Better Sacrifice 9:10-18
II.

Maturity Because of the Practical Application of the Son
In our Daily Lives
10:19-13:25
A. Exhortations to Obedience in Worship
10:19-25
Practical Warning
Against Disbelief in
Willful Sin
10:26-39
B. Demonstrations of Obedience in the Walk
C. Exhortations to Steadfastness in the Walk
Practical Warning
About Chastisement
For Refusing Him
12:25-29
D. Exhortations for Obedience in Brotherly Duties 13:1-25
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11:1-40
12:1-24

7. The Highlights
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Jude
1. The Purpose
Jude explains in his brief letter why he writes (3-4). He began to write
about the common salvation, but he was led of the Spirit to exhort them
to “earnestly contend for the faith.” He gives the reason for this in verse
4. There were certain men who had crept in who were false teachers.
Jude then goes into a lengthy discussion about false teachers and
describes them so that the Christian might be on guard against them. He
closes his letter with some specific exhortations to these Christians to
contend for the faith.

2. The Theme
Contend for the faith

3. The Key Verse
3

4. The Outline
I.

Introduction 1-4

II.

Admonitions Against False Teachers 5-16

III.
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.

Exhortations to Christians 17-23
Follow instruction of the Word 17-19
Build up your faith 20
Pray in the Spirit 20
Keep in the love of God 21
Look for the return of Christ 21
Have compassion 22
Witness to others 23

IV.

Benediction 24-25
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Things to Know
2 Timothy
 One of the Pastoral Epistles
 Theme – “Paul’s Farewell Message”
 This was Paul’s last letter. It was written from prison, but not the
same imprisonment as the Prison Epistles
2 Peter
 Peter wrote this letter to exhort believers to remember what they
had been taught. This was especially important because of the
presence of false teachers.
 Theme – “Hold in Remembrance”
Hebrews
 Hebrews exhorts believers to go on to maturity by showing how
great Christ is. He is better than prophets, angels, Moses and
Aaron. He instituted a better covenant on better promises. He
offers a better sanctuary and a better sacrifice.
 Theme – “Maturity”
 Disbelief (unbelief) = disobedience
Jude

 Theme – “Contend for the Faith”
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