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Daniel’s Prophecy of 70 Weeks 

July 31, 2013 

 

 I have decided to interrupt our study of Genesis for just 1 week.  I have addressed the 

exciting and important prophecy recorded in the 9
th

 chapter of Daniel a number of times over the 

years.  There are a couple of things about my former understanding and teaching about that 

important prophecy that I now believe were incorrect so I want to make the correction. 

 

Daniel 9:23"At the beginning of your supplications the command went out, and I have 

come to tell you, for you are greatly beloved; therefore consider the matter, and 

understand the vision:
 24 

"Seventy weeks are determined For your people and for your 

holy city, To finish the transgression, To make an end of sins, To make reconciliation for 

iniquity, To bring in everlasting righteousness, To seal up vision and prophecy, And to 

anoint the Most Holy.
 25 

"Know therefore and understand, That from the going forth of 

the command To restore and build Jerusalem Until Messiah the Prince, There shall be 

seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; The street shall be built again, and the wall, Even in 

troublesome times.
 26 

"And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for 

Himself; And the people of the prince who is to come Shall destroy the city and the 

sanctuary. The end of it shall be with a flood, And till the end of the war desolations are 

determined.
 27 

Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; But in the 

middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of 

abominations shall be one who makes desolate, Even until the consummation, which is 

determined, Is poured out on the desolate." 

 

 This prophecy is extremely important because it identifies when the Messiah would come 

and it also talks about a future covenant that will be made with Israel and then broken after 3 ½ 

years.  There are a number of things we can note about this revelation to Daniel. 

 

1. The entire prophecy has to do with Daniel’s people and Daniel’s city  

( Israel and Jerusalem, v.24). 

2. This prophecy covers a period of 70 weeks (9:24). 

3. This 70 weeks is further divided into 3 periods ( 7  weeks,  62 weeks, and 1 week - 

verses 25, 27). 

4. The beginning of the 70 weeks is marked by the command to restore and build 

Jerusalem (25). 

5. The end of the 69 weeks will be marked by the appearance of                                     

as the “Prince” of Israel (25). 

6. At a later time (“After” the 69 weeks, Messiah will be cut off and Jerusalem will 

again be destroyed by the people of the “prince who is yet to come” (26). 

7. The beginning of the 70th week is marked by the establishment of a  

firm covenant by the prince who is to come (27). 

8. This covenant is broken in the middle of the week and sacrifices and offerings cease. 

9. At the end of the 70 weeks a time of great and unparalleled blessing for the nation of 

Israel is ushered in (24) 
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What I want to correct or clear up in this study is what marks the beginning of this 

prophecy and when that happened.  The command to restore and rebuild Jerusalem was given by 

Artaxerxes.  The account is recorded in the second chapter of Nehamiah. 

 
1
 And it came to pass in the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, 

when wine was before him, that I took the wine and gave it to the king. Now I had never 

been sad in his presence before.
 2 

Therefore the king said to me, "Why is your face sad, 

since you are not sick? This is nothing but sorrow of heart." So I became dreadfully 

afraid,
 3 

and said to the king, "May the king live forever! Why should my face not be sad, 

when the city, the place of my fathers' tombs, lies waste, and its gates are burned with 

fire?"
 4 

Then the king said to me, "What do you request?" So I prayed to the God of 

heaven.
 5 

And I said to the king, "If it pleases the king, and if your servant has found favor 

in your sight, I ask that you send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers' tombs, that I may 

rebuild it."
 6 

Then the king said to me (the queen also sitting beside him), "How long will 

your journey be? And when will you return?" So it pleased the king to send me; and I set 

him a time. 

 

Verse 1 tells us that this command to rebuild Jerusalem was given in the 20
th

 year of King 

Artaxerxes.  The traditional view and what I have taught in the past is that that command was 

given in 445 B.C.  We make that conclusion because we know that Artaxerxes began to reign in 

Persia in 464 B.C.   

 

Daniel was told that the Messiah would come 69 weeks after that command was given.  

Since there are 52 weeks in a year, 69 weeks would be about a year and 4 months.  That would 

mean that the Messiah would come and the Temple would be destroyed in less than a year and a 

half after the command to rebuild the city.  Or, more specifically, it would mean that the Messiah 

would come in the year 443 or 442 BC.  That didn’t happen.  And there is a good reason for that. 

  

The word translated “weeks” here literally means “sevens.”  The prophecy is about a 

period of 70 periods of sevens.  It could be 70 periods of 7 days, 70 periods of 7 weeks, 70 

periods of 7 months, or 70 periods of 7 years.  Here it obviously means 70 periods of 7 years. 

  

We recently saw in our study of Genesis that when Jacob asked Laban for his daughter, 

Rachel, he was told that he would have to work for him for 7 years as a form of dowry.  Then he 

would be allowed to marry Rachel.  That period of 7 years is referred to as 1 week in that context 

(Gen. 29:18, 27-28). 

  

The same word is used in chapter 10 of Daniel. 

 
2
 In those days I, Daniel, was mourning three full weeks.

 3 
I ate no pleasant food, no meat 

or wine came into my mouth, nor did I anoint myself at all, till three whole weeks were 

fulfilled. 

 

 If the week here refers to 7 years, then Daniel didn’t eat for 21 years.  But here the 

Hebrews says weeks of days so as to distinguish these weeks from the weeks of years in the 

preceding verses. 
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 Now, let’s see what happens when we calculate a period of 7 years for each week in this 

prophecy.  Verse 25 says that the Messiah will come 69 weeks after the command to restore and 

build Jerusalem (7 + 62 = 69).  69 x 7 = 483 years.   

  

If we take 445 BC as the starting point and add 483 years, we come to AD 39.  Back in 

the late 1800’s (1895) a biblicist by the name of Sir Robert Anderson believed that the prophecy 

would have to be fulfilled precisely, but he also understood that AD 39 was too late for the 

crucifixion (“cutting off” of the prince).  He calculated the 483 years according to a biblical year 

of 360 days, converting the years to 173,880 days.  This reduced the number of years from 483 

to about 476 years, putting the “cutting off of the Messiah” in AD 32 instead of AD 39.  Some 

believe that Artaxerxes’ command was given in 444 BC.  If that is the case then that puts the 

crucifixion in AD 33.  We know that Jesus began His ministry at about the age of 30 (Luke 

3:23), so a 3 ½ year ministry would put the crucifixion at about AD 33.  Many have followed 

that calculation for many years.  I have taught it that way numerous times (see chart).   
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But I now believe that that calculation cannot be correct so I want to explain why and 

offer another possible interpretation. 

 

 Before we do that, I am going to question something that is about as sacred as the KJV of 

the Bible – our calendar – so listen carefully.  Our current calendar is based on the birth of 

Christ.  We have years that are before Christ (BC) and years after Christ (AD = anno Domini, the 

year of our Lord).  That system of dating wasn’t established until AD 525 by Pope John I.  

Before that time the Alexandrian system of dating used the reign of the Roman Emperor 

Diocletian as its basis.  Not wanting to follow a calendar that was based on one who persecuted 

the Church, Pope John I commissioned a Roman abbot by the name of Dionysius to prepare a 

standard calendar for the Western Church that was not based on Diocletian.  Unfortunately, 

Dionysius was off in his calculation of the birth of Christ by about 4 years.  Keep in mind that he 

was doing this more than 500 years after the birth of Christ and His birth was not celebrated at 

that time. 

 

 We know that Herod was alive at the time Jesus was born because he sought to have Him 

killed.  According to our current calendar, Herod died in 4 B.C.  That means that Jesus, 

according to our calendar, had to have been born by at least 4 B.C.  We addressed this issue last 

December when we talked about the visit of the wise men.  For sake of argument, let’s assume 

for now that Jesus was born in 4 B.C.  That means that He would have been 30 in AD 26.  If He 

was crucified in AD 32, according to Sir Robert Anderson’s calculation, that would require a 6 

year ministry.  But the Gospels only account for about a 3 ½ year ministry (John only mentions 4 

Passovers during His ministry).  That causes me to question Sir Robert Anderson’s calculation. 

 

 Now let me share another way of understanding this prophecy.  The date of Artaxerxes’ 

command to restore and build Jerusalem, which was given in the 20
th

 year of his reign according 

to Nehemiah is based on the fact that he began to reign in 464 BC.  But we also know that his 

father, Xerxes, made him co-regent in 474 B.C., making 473 B.C. his first official year of 

reigning over the Jews.  If Nehemiah began his calculation of the 20
th

 year of Artaxerxes’ reign 

with 473, then 454 B.C was his 20
th

 year.  483 years from 454 BC takes us to AD 30 (454 BC + 

AD 30 = 484 minus 1 for going from BC to AD = 483 years).   See chart. 
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Finding The 20
th

 Year of Artaxerxes – Neh. 2:1 

The Beginning of the Commandment for the 

69 Weeks of Daniel – Daniel 9:25 

 
BC 

486 (AC) Xerxes became king of Persia, his year of accession 

485 (1) 

484 (2) 

483 (3) 

482 (4) 

481 (5) 

480 (6) 

479 (7) 

478 (8) 

477 (9) 

476 (10) 

475 (11) 

474 (12)   Xerxes 12
th

 year – Artaxerxes made pro-rex – (his accession year) 

473 (1) Artaxerxes first official year over the Jews* (begin 20-year count here) 

472 (2) 

471 (3) 

470 (4) 

469 (5) 

468 (6) 

467 (7) 

466 (8) 

465 (9) 

464 (10) 

463 (11) 

462 (12) 

461 (13) 

460 (14) 

459 (15) 

458 (16) 

457 (17) 

456 (18) 

455 (19) 

 

454 (20) In 20
th

 year of Artaxerxes – decree to Nehemiah to rebuild Jerusalem (Neh 2:1, 3, 8) 

 

453 

452 

451 

450 

449 

448 

447 

446 

445 *445 BC is commonly taken as the 20
th

 year by wrongly starting the count at 464.   

 For Daniel’s 69 weeks, it is imperative to know that 454 BC was the true 20
th

 year of Artaxerxes reign 

over the Jews. 

 

 

(Reproduced with permission from The Chronology of the Old Testament 16
th

 edition,  

Floyd Nolen Jones, ThD, PhD)
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Daniel 9:25 – 69 Weeks 

 
Neh. 2:1, 3, 8 – The commandment to rebuild Jerusalem 

Was given to Nehemiah by Artaxerxes in the year 454 BC. 

 

Note – The Jews had: 

Weeks of days – 7 days 

Weeks of weeks = 7 weeks 

Weeks of years = 7 years 

 

*Daniel 9:25 refers to weeks of years* 

Three score and two weeks = 62 weeks 

7 weeks + 62 weeks = 69 weeks (weeks of years) 

69 weeks of years means 69 “7’s” or 483 years 

Daniel 9:25 says – 

It would be 483 years from the commandment to rebuild 

 the city of Jerusalem to Messiah the Prince. 

 

Counting 483 years from 454 BC puts us in 30 AD 

 

   454 BC 

   453 BC  (1) 

   452 BC  (2) 

   451 BC  (3) 

  

 

 

   1 BC  (453) 

   1 AD  (454)  16 AD  (469) 

   2 AD  (455)  17 AD  (470) 

   3 AD  (456)  18 AD  (471) 

   4 AD  (457)  19 AD  (472) 

   5 AD  (458)  20 AD  (473) 

   6 AD  (459)  21 AD  (474) 

   7 AD  (460)  22 AD  (475) 

   8 AD  (461)  23 AD  (476) 

   9 AD  (462)  24 AD  (477) 

   10 AD  (463)  25 AD  (478) 

   11 AD  (464)  26 AD  (479) 

   12 AD  (465)  27 AD  (480) 

   13 AD  (466)  28 AD  (481) 

   14 AD  (467)  29 AD  (482) 

   15 AD  (468)  30 AD  (483) 

 

[Simple check: 454 BC + AD 30 – 1 (no year zero) = 483 years] 

 

Jesus came into the city to be declared Prince (or King) on the 10
th

  

day of Nisan in the year AD 30.  On the 14
th

 of Nisan He was 

crucified.  On the 17
th

 of Nisan He resurrected. 

 

Daniel had prophesied the beginning and the end of a 483-year 

Period of time at least 80 years before it started! 

 

(Reproduced with permission from The Chronology of the Old Testament 16
th

 edition, 

Floyd Nolen Jones, ThD, PhD) 
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The beauty of this calculation is that it fits with the date of the birth of Christ as well as 

the beginning of His ministry. 

 

Luke 3:1Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being 

governor of Judea, Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea 

and the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene,
 2 

while Annas and 

Caiaphas were high priests, the word of God came to John the son of Zacharias in the 

wilderness.
 3 

And he went into all the region around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of 

repentance for the remission of sins,  

 

Luke 3:21 When all the people were baptized, it came to pass that Jesus also was 

baptized; and while He prayed, the heaven was opened.
 22 

And the Holy Spirit descended 

in bodily form like a dove upon Him, and a voice came from heaven which said, "You are 

My beloved Son; in You I am well pleased."
 23 

Now Jesus Himself began His ministry at 

about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph, the son of Heli, 

 

 Now we know that Jesus was about 30 when He began His ministry in the 15
th

 year of the 

reign of Tiberius, which was AD 26.  We have the same situation with Tiberius as we did with 

Artaxerxes.  He became co-regent with Augustus in AD 12 (See chart – Finding the 15
th

 year of 

Tiberius).   

 

If Jesus was 30 in AD 27 when He started His public ministry, He would have been born 

in 4 BC and He would have been crucified in AD 30 after a 3 ½ year ministry. (See chart – 

Finding Birth Year of Jesus Based on Year of Public Ministry Beginning in 27 AD)  This fits 

perfectly with the 69 weeks or 483 years of Daniel 9 and His birth in 4 BC just before the death 

of Herod. 
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Finding The 15
th

 Year of Tiberius – 

The Year Jesus Began His Ministry – Luke 3:1, 23 (inclusive numbering) 

 
AD 

12 (1) Tiberius became co-regent of Rome with Augustus = Emperor 

12 (2) 

14 (3) Tiberius’ sole regency – wrong year 1 of Tiberius’ reign* 

15  (4) 

16 (5) 

17 (6) 

18 (7) 

19 (8) 

20 (9) 

21 (10) 

22 (11) 

23 (12) 

24 (13) 

25 (14) 

 

26 (15) Jesus Baptized and tempted in preparation – “about” age 30 Luke 3:23 

 

27 (16) In 27 AD Jesus’ public ministry began – age 30  Luke 3:23 

 

28 *28 Ad often mistaken as 15
th

 year of Tiberius by starting 15-year count 

at 14 AD (puts Jesus starting ministry in 30 AD and therefore 

death/resurrection in 33 AD). 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Finding Birth Year of Jesus Based On 

Year of Public Ministry Beginning in 27 AD 
AGE YEAR  AGE  YEAR  AGE YEAR  AGE YEAR 

  30 27 AD    22 19 AD    14 11 AD    6 3 AD 

  29 26 AD    21 18 AD    13 10 AD    5 2 AD 

  28 25 AD    20 17 AD    12   9 AD    4 1 AD 

  27 24 AD    19 16 AD    11   8 AD    3 1 BC 

  26 23 AD    18 15 AD    10    7 AD    2 2 BC 

  25 22 AD    17 14 AD      9   6 AD    1 3 BC 

  24 21 AD    16 13 AD      8   5 AD 

  23 20 AD    15 12 AD      7   4 AD  BIRTH 4 BC 

………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

Finding Death/Resurrection Year of Jesus Based 

On 3 ½ Year Ministry Beginning in 26/27 AD 

 
26 AD (1/4) 

27 AD (1) 

28 AD (2) 

29 AD (3) 

 

30 AD (1/4)  Death/Resurrection 

 
(Reproduced with permission from The Chronology of the Old Testament 16

th
 edition, 

Floyd Nolen Jones, ThD, PhD) 


