
CHAPTER 1  ABRAHAM, AN UNLIKELY HERO  
GENESIS 12:1-3

Introduction

It is doubtful that anyone from ancient history has been remembered as long and revered 
as widely as the Old Testament historical figure of Abraham1.  Jews, Christians, and 
Muslims all claim Abraham as a pillar of their religion.  Abraham’s name appears in the 
Bible 144 times after His death – 70 times in the Old Testament and 74 times in the New 
Testament.  Furthermore, when God speaks to men in Scripture He frequently (16 times) 
identifies himself as the “God of Abraham”.  What was it about this man and his life that 
makes him a reference point for God and significant to people in every age?

Probably the most startling thing about Abraham as a hero of the faith is how un-
extraordinary the achievements of his life were.  The things that typically mark important 
historical figures were conspicuously absent.  In his lifetime, he did not inspire a large 
number of followers, conquer or found an empire, build a city, invent new things, 
discover a new philosophy, or write voluminous books.  He was wealthy but not defined 
by his wealth.  Although he and his descendants are important figures in religious history,
Abraham’s family worshipped other gods before God called him (Joshua 24:2), and the 
history of his children’s religious devotion as recorded in the Bible was less than 
exemplary.   The greatness of Abraham’s legacy lies not in what Abraham did but in the 
promises that God made to him – promises that would reveal God’s plan for redeeming 
fallen humanity through Abraham’s offspring.  History records the fulfillment of this plan
as its plot has unfolded like a novel over millennia of time throughout the history of 
Abraham’s descendants.  Abraham’s part in this cosmic plan was to simply trust God.

God’s Promises to Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3)

The Bible’s account of Abraham’s life begins with God communicating His plan to him 
in the form of promises.   Now the LORD had said to Abram: "Get out of your country, 
from your family and from your father's house, to a land that I will show you.   I will 
make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great; and you shall be a 
blessing.   I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; and in 
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed."  (Genesis 12:1-3) From our vantage 
point, it easy to see how some of the promises were fulfilled, yet at the time they were 
given to Abraham all these events were future and looked highly unlikely.  The 
improbability of these promises happening by chance makes it clear that they were not 
just predictions of things that would happen but things that God would cause to happen – 
revelations of His plan for the future.  Let’s consider each part of the promise: 

 I will make you a great nation: – God established the great nation of Israel from 
Abraham’s descendants, yet when this promise was made Abraham was already 
seventy-five years old and his wife appeared to be unable to bear children.  Other

1 Throughout this text we use the names “Abraham” and “Sarah” even though in the Bible text the names 
“Abram” and “Sari” are used until Genesis chapter 17 when God makes the change.



families at this time were forming into nations but were doing so by 
consolidating the extended family members, not by leaving their family as God 
had commanded Abraham.  

 I will bless you and make your name great; and you shall be a blessing:  –  Today
people all over the world revere Abraham’s name, and his influence has been a 
blessing.  Among his contemporaries, however, his achievements were not 
extraordinary.  Also, it is rare that moving from one’s home country and traveling
about like a nomad results in being regarded as a great figure of history or even a 
blessing to one’s neighbors.  

 I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you – 
Historically, those who have attacked Abraham’s descendants (the Jewish people)
have done so to their own peril and destruction.  All of the ancient nations that 
were Israel’s enemies have ceased to exist, but Israel remains.  Those around 
Abraham were confronted with a choice to embrace or oppose God’s plan as they
interacted with Abraham and his descendants.

 And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed: – In the person of Jesus, 
a physical descendant of Abraham, blessing has and will yet come to all the 
families or nations of the earth.  Yet in Abraham’s time, relocating to an already 
inhabited area and forming a nation there did not appear to be a plan that would 
result in blessing to everyone.  Forming a nation was usually more of a defensive 
reaction to or even a threat to all the other families of the earth rather than a 
blessing to them.  

Each part of this promise was specific to Abraham and not something that everyone can 
claim; not everyone who leaves his family has a promise of becoming a nation or any of 
the other blessings God promised to Abraham.  Abraham recognized that God had a 
special purpose for him and his descendants that was a part of a bigger plan that God 
Himself would accomplish.  Abraham simply believed what God told him and humbly 
obeyed.  God’s instructions for Abraham were not steps for Abraham to accomplish the 
promises but tests of faith that revealed he believed God will do what He promised.  As 
God has accomplished the promises throughout history, it has been the stamp of God 
upon His plan – a confirmation that the God of Abraham keeps His promises. 

Practical Application

1. Do you know what God has revealed?  Abraham trusted what God communicated to 
him in the promises; he could not by his own reason and investigation determine God’s 
plan.   Much more of God’s plan has been revealed since the time of Abraham and is also 
recorded in the Bible.  Every Christian should have a plan for reading through the Bible 
on a regular basis.  

2. Do you conform your beliefs to what God has revealed?  It would have been 
presumptuous for Abraham to claim the land and other promises if God had not first 



decreed it.  Faith must be based on what God has revealed not on our wishes or other 
sources of information.  Many things God told Abraham to do required him to act 
contrary to his own desires and conform his plans to God’s wishes. The record of God’s 
promises to Abraham and their fulfillment should strengthen our faith to trust in what 
God has revealed as Abraham did.  

3. Obeying God’s plan likely brought ridicule from both his family and friends and the 
Cannanite people who inhabited the land that God promised to Abraham.  Do you 
become discouraged when people around you contradict God’s plan or scoff at you for 
following what God told you to do?

CHAPTER 2 ABRAHAM, AN EXAMPLE OF FAITH
GENESIS 12:4-20  

Trusting God Enough to Obey

Abraham responded to God’s revelation of His plan by obeying the directive to leave his 
father’s family and go to the land that God would show him.  Then Abram took Sarai his 
wife and Lot his brother's son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the 
people whom they had acquired in Haran, and they departed to go to the land of Canaan.
So they came to the land of Canaan. (Genesis 12:5)  It was not a small thing for Abraham
to move because he would be taking all his possessions with him, yet he did so without 
sending ahead to check out the land but went simply trusting God.  The book of Hebrews 
has the following comments on Abraham’s actions:   By faith Abraham obeyed when he 
was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went 
out, not knowing where he was going. (Hebrews 11: 8)   

A Promise for the future

When he arrived, he discovered not an unsettled wilderness but a land already inhabited 
by the descendants of Canaan – complete with budding City States!  Abram passed 
through the land to the place of Shechem, as far as the terebinth tree of Moreh. And the 
Canaanites were then in the land (Genesis 12:6).  The presence of established cities in 
the Promised Land must have caused Abraham to wonder how the land could become his.
Abraham might have concluded that there had been some sort of mistake, but God 
confirmed to him that there was no mistake, but that God would accomplish the promises 
for Abraham’s descendents.  Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, "To your 
descendants 2 I will give this land.” (Genesis 12:7)   Abraham’s reward and the 
accomplishment of God’s promise would be after his death.  Again the book of Hebrews 
says,  By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents 
with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise;  10 for he waited for the 
city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.  (Hebrews 11: 9)

2 The original Hebrew word translated “descendants” here is singular.  The inheritance of the Promised 
Land would be fulfilled through one particular descendant of Abraham (Galatians 3:16 Leviticus 25:23).  
That individual is the promised Seed who as family head will rule over all the land promised to Abraham.



Upon hearing that the promises were not going to be fulfilled in his lifetime, Abraham 
could have turned around and headed back home or looked for another area, but because 
of his confidence in God’s promises he chose to stay.  Looking for a future kingdom, 
Abraham stayed in the land where God had led him.   These all died in faith, not having 
received the promises, but having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced 
them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.  For those who 
say such things declare plainly that they seek a homeland.   And truly if they had called 
to mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had opportunity to 
return.   But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not 
ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them.   (Hebrews 11:13-
16)  When scripture says that Abraham was looking for a “heavenly” country (V16), it 
does not mean an immaterial one but a country established by God’s authority from 
heaven “its builder and maker is God V10” rather than by mere human or earthly means. 
This is evident because those who live by faith are rewarded in the resurrection (Hebrews
11:35, Luke 14:14, Daniel 12:13,)  See also chapter 12.  God would accomplish His plan 
for Abraham’s descendants, and even though Abraham would not see it in this life, God 
would be with him through all his life’s journey.   

Faltering Faith 

God’s promises and direct guidance, combined with Abraham’s faith and obedience, 
might cause us to expect that the rest of the story would all be encouraging.  God does 
not gloss over the flaws or failures of His servants, however, and Abraham is no 
exception.   In Genesis 12:10-20, Abraham and his household moved to Egypt during a 
time of famine in Canaan.  For his protection, Abraham led people to believe that his wife
was his sister – a half-truth, but one that was told to mislead people for his own 
protection.  

At that time in history, a dowry had to be paid to the family of a woman before she could 
be taken for a wife.  If a man died and his wife remarried, then no dowry was required.  
Also, whoever married the widow would also inherit the possessions that had belonged to
her and her deceased husband.  This created an incentive for someone to murder Abraham
then marry Sarah as a way to steal what belonged to him.  If however an unmarried man 
died and his sister with him took charge of his possessions, other male members of the 
family such as brothers could come to demand a dowry and claim his belongings or 
demand payment even if the woman had married.   

Plan failed but God succeeded

By agreeing to tell people that her husband was her brother, Sarah might have protected 
Abraham from thieves who would kill him, but this lie revealed that Abraham did not 
fully trust God to protect Him.  Abraham even went so far with the deception that when 
the king sent for Sarah to become a part of his harem, Abraham accepted the king’s 
payment and Sarah was sent to the palace!  Abraham’s actions would have ended the 
hope of God’s promises to him if God had not intervened by sending a plague on the king
and his household.  Abraham’s deception was discovered; the king confronted him, 



returned Sarah, and had his soldiers escort Abraham out of Egypt.  God allowed 
Abraham’s lack of trust and deception to be discovered but protected him and Sarah for 
His own purposes.

All of this must have been very humbling for Abraham, yet its inclusion in the Bible is a 
testimony to the Bible’s unabashed truthfulness.  In fact, the Bible records that Abraham 
did the same thing again years later with a Canaanite king (Genesis 20:1-18) and God 
again intervened.  The flaws in the heroes of the Bible are disturbing to those who believe
the main purpose of Bible stories is to set forth a good example.  However, the real hero 
of the Bible is God, who completes His purposes often in spite of His people.  

Conclusion

Although God did not protect Abraham from the embarrassment of his deception being 
exposed, He did intervene to protect His purposes for Abraham and Sarah.  Although 
Abraham’s descendants also suffered for disregarding the promises and commandments 
of God on many occasions, God has never wavered from His plan revealed to Abraham.  
Abraham did not merit the promise through good works, neither could he or his 
descendants lose it through their failures.  Clearly there is more to the Bible’s stories than
examples for people to follow – here God guided Abraham in spite of himself according 
to the plan of God revealed to Abraham through the promises.

Practical Application

1. God’s promise that Abraham would inherit the land could not have happened if 
Abraham were killed.  However the circumstances seemed more real than the promises of
God.  Do you rely on your feelings rather than what God revealed?  Faith is not a feeling 
of confidence but a choice based on belief and trust.  When Abraham acted on his fear he 
was looking at his circumstances rather than relying on what God revealed.   What are 
some ways people today fail to rely on what God has revealed because of fear?  Do you 
have fears that cause you to doubt or disobey God?

2. Are you willing to trust God and obey when it appears that following His way will not 
work or when obedience will be rewarded only in the resurrection?   Abraham had 
enough confidence in God’s promises to remain in the land as a foreigner.  God’s Word 
says that believers in Jesus today are like foreigners in this world waiting for our 
permanent home in God’s presence.   

4. Although the dangers to Abraham and his wife were likely real, so was God’s 
protection.  God’s protection of Sarah only became evident after Abraham failed to 
protect her by telling the truth.  Have you been humbled by disobeying God’s will 
because of fear?  Has God graciously intervened to preserve you for His purposes?  
Should the knowledge that God is watching over us make us fearless to obey Him or 
cowardly knowing that God will rescue us in the end?



CHAPTER 3 POSSESSING THE PROMISED LAND   
(GENESIS CHAPTERS 13, 14)

Abraham’s Nephew

It would seem that the promise to inherit the land equaled a mandate to begin taking 
control or ruling over the people living in the land – but Abraham’s interactions with his 
nephew Lot and other kings revealed that he did not see it as such.  Lot also, who went 
with Abram, had flocks and herds and tents.  Now the land was not able to support them, 
that they might dwell together, for their possessions were so great that they could not 
dwell together.  And there was strife between the herdsmen of Abram's livestock and the 
herdsmen of Lot's livestock…  So Abram said to Lot, "Please let there be no strife 
between you and me, and between my herdsmen and your herdsmen; for we are brethren. 
"Is not the whole land before you? Please separate from me. If you take the left, then I 
will go to the right; or, if you go to the right, then I will go to the left."  (Genesis 13:5-9).  
Lot, the son of Abraham’s deceased brother, had traveled along with Abraham when he 
set out for the land God had promised him.  Now that they had to separate, it would have 
been completely appropriate for Abraham to make the first choice of land and send Lot 
off to find his own territory or assign him a space in his land.  Instead Abraham allowed 
Lot to choose – and Lot chose what he believed to be the best land!  And Lot lifted his 
eyes and saw all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere (before the 
LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah) like the garden of the LORD, like the land of 
Egypt as you go toward Zoar.  Then Lot chose for himself all the plain of Jordan, and Lot
journeyed east. And they separated from each other (Genesis 13:10,11).

Was God upset with Abraham for allowing Lot to claim for himself the best territory? 
Apparently God did not disapprove, because after this He reaffirmed His promise and 
blessing to Abraham.   And the LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him: 
"Lift your eyes now and look from the place where you are -- northward, southward, 
eastward, and westward;   "for all the land which you see I give to you and your 
descendants forever.   "And I will make your descendants as the dust of the earth; so that 
if a man could number the dust of the earth, then your descendants also could be 
numbered.  "Arise, walk in the land through its length and its width, for I give it to you." 
(Genesis 13:14-17)  Abraham’s possession of the Promised Land would be by divine 
decree and would not depend on Abraham’s seizing control of it through human means.  
Although the land Lot chose was nice when he chose it, during his lifetime God 
destroyed Sodom because of their wickedness but rescued Lot.  After this destruction, 
that area that had been so desirable to Lot became an uninhabitable wasteland where 
nothing would grow.  Eventually, Lot and his descendants moved to an area on the other 
side of the Dead Sea that God gave to them (Deuteronomy 2:9).

The Kings of the Land

Abraham was generous in sharing the land with his nephew Lot, but how did he regard 
the other people living in the land God promised to him?   Should he attempt to subjugate
and rule over them?  The events that happened next reveal Abraham’s thoughts on this 



question.  A war broke out; a king named Chedorlaomer and his allies conquered several 
cities in the land God had promised to Abraham.  Abraham chose to stay out of this war, 
but during the battle, Lot was taken captive along with his Canaanite neighbors in the city
of Sodom.  When Abraham learned about it, he called together his three hundred and 
eighteen trained servants and made a daring night rescue of Lot and the other captives.  
Having defeated their captors, Abraham was then in control of the cities that had been 
subject to Chedorlaomer.  Should he use his militia of herdsman to subjugate and rule the 
people of the land?  Should he try to establish the rule of God there by force – or at least 
make them pay tribute?  Was this God’s way of giving the land to Abraham and his 
descendants?  Let’s see how Abraham dealt with the king of Sodom and another 
Canaanite king named Melchizedek who came out to meet him.

Melchizedek, King of Salem

Melchizedek, whose name means “king of righteousness”, was said to be a priest of the 
true God and king of “Salem” which means peace.  Like Abraham he had not been allied 
with any of the kings in the war.  Melchizedek began the meeting by offering thanks and 
praise to God for Abraham’s success.  Rather than subjugating this Canaanite king, 
Abraham received a blessing from him and paid him a tithe – a tenth of all the spoils!   
Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the priest of God 
Most High.  And he blessed him and said: "Blessed be Abram of God Most High, 
Possessor of heaven and earth;  And blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your 
enemies into your hand." And he gave him a tithe of all. (Genesis 14:18,19)   The 
righteous king acknowledged that God is the “possessor” or rightful owner of heaven and
earth.   Melchizedek did not regard Abraham as an invading outsider but referred to him 
with respect as “Abram of God most high”.  In turn, Abraham did not view Melchizedek 
as a rival or enemy but respected Melchizedek as a priest of the true God – they both 
acknowledged God’s control and sought God’s blessing.  Abraham and Melchizedek did 
not even make their own coalition to rule the land because, like Abraham, Melchizedek 
was content to wait for God’s kingdom.  

Abraham and Melchizedek were at peace even though God had promised to give 
Abraham’s descendants the land Melchizedek now ruled over!  True peace among people 
can only come with true righteousness, because righteousness makes people clean and 
acceptable to God, which brings peace or harmony with God and His purposes (Isaiah 
32:17; Hebrews 7:2).  Years later the city of Salem was renamed Jerusalem or sometimes 
Zion and became the location for both the temple and king David’s home.  In prophecy it 
is said to be the location from which the Messiah will reign (Psalm 2:2-7; Isaiah 2:1-4).

The King of Sodom

What about the king of Sodom, whose people Abraham had rescued along with Lot?  Lot 
had chosen to live near Sodom based on the quality of the land, but the Canaanite 
inhabitants were wicked.  But the men of Sodom were exceedingly wicked and sinful 
against the LORD. (Genesis 13:13)   Travelers who spent the night in Sodom were in 
danger of being sexually assaulted with no one there to intervene (Genesis 19).  Should 



Abraham use his militia of herdsmen to establish law and order in Sodom?   The king of 
Sodom spoke to Abraham after Melchizedek.  He realized that as spoils of war, he and his
people were now subjects of Abraham, and he made an appeal.  Now the king of Sodom 
said to Abram, "Give me the persons, and take the goods for yourself."  But Abram said 
to the king of Sodom, "I have raised my hand to the LORD, God Most High, the 
Possessor of heaven and earth,  "that I will take nothing, from a thread to a sandal strap,
and that I will not take anything that is yours, lest you should say, 'I have made Abram 
rich' … (Genesis 14:21-23)  Abraham’s rejection of the king of Sodom’s offer was a 
rebuke to this king for allowing the wickedness that prevailed in the city he ruled3.  
Abraham’s refusal to receive their gift or plunder their possessions for his own pleasure 
was in stark contrast to their brutal and perverted assaults upon passing strangers.  

Clearly Abraham wanted to keep his distance from the evil practices and corrupting 
influence of the people of Sodom, but there was another reason he chose to rebuke rather 
than rule over the people of Sodom.  He knew that this was not the way God would fulfill
the promise and accomplish His plan.  The writer of the New Testament book of Hebrews
says of Abraham,   for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God.( Hebrews 11:10)   God would accomplish His promise to Abraham in a 
way that would last.  Had Abraham tried to accomplish God’s plan through human means
of control, he might have had some good influence but would not have built the lasting 
nation that God had promised.  The “foundations” of the “city” that God would build 
would be righteousness – something that all sinful people including Abraham would need
in order to be subjects in God’s kingdom.    

Summary

Abraham did not need to use human means to conquer the Promised Land.  God did not 
command Abraham to assert control over the people already in the land.  The kingdom 
that God promised will be established by God’s power in God’s timing and will be 
inhabited by people who God has made righteous. 

Practical Application

1. Can people establish God’s kingdom by human effort?  Throughout history, different 
groups have tried but have all ended in disgrace.  Human authorities are ordained by God 
to restrain evil within their realm but have no power to change the heart.  Have you been 
tempted to have unrealistic expectations from human efforts to do what God wants done? 

2. Chedorlaomer and the people of Sodom were not at peace because they were 
unrighteous, while Abraham and Melchizedek were at peace because of their obedience 
to God and their trust in Him for the future.  How does the hope of future reward in God’s
kingdom affect how you live right now?  Are you able to be at peace with godly people?

3 During Abraham’s lifetime God destroyed the people of Sodom for their wickedness (Genesis 19).   At 
that time, Abraham interceded for Lot and any righteous people of Sodom that they would not be suffer 
judgment with the wicked.  God agreed to not destroy any righteous people in this judgment and led Lot, 
his wife and his two daughters out of the city.  All of the other people of Sodom were destroyed.    



3. Have you like Lot made a choice that looked good but brought you into close contact 
with wicked people?  Lot was looking for what he could get right away, not for God’s 
promised kingdom.  Lot suffered because of his association with the people of Sodom.  
Have your choices caused you to suffer? 

4. Lot was attracted to and coveted the blessings God had given to Abraham rather than 
seeking for his own blessings from God.  Are you able to rejoice in the good things God 
has given to other people without desiring them for yourself?  Have you recognized and 
thanked God for his blessings to you?

CHAPTER 4 GOD’S PROMISE CONFIRMED – THE GIFT OF 
RIGHTEOUSNESS
GENESIS 15:1-6

The successful nighttime rescue may have raised a thought in Abraham’s mind.  “What if 
these kings regroup and retaliate?”  It was one thing to surprise the enemy at night, but 
could his servants withstand a counterattack?  Perhaps this is why God appeared to him 
again with words of assurance.  After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram 
in a vision, saying, "Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly great 
reward."  (Genesis 15:1).   With these words, God confirmed that He would protect 
Abraham and that, as Abraham had said to the king of Sodom, God’s blessing would be 
Abraham’s reward.  

God’s Answer to Abraham’s Question

This raised a question in Abraham’s mind – How would God accomplish His promises 
since Abraham had no children?  But Abram said, "Lord GOD, what will You give me, 
seeing I go childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?"  Then Abram 
said, "Look, You have given me no offspring; indeed one born in my house is my heir!" 4 
And behold, the word of the LORD came to him, saying, "This one shall not be your heir, 
but one who will come from your own body shall be your heir."   Then He brought him 
outside and said, "Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to 
number them." And He said to him, "So shall your descendants be."  And he believed in 
the LORD, and He accounted it to him for righteousness (Genesis 15:2-6).  Thus, God 
reaffirmed His promise, and even though what God told him appeared to be impossible, 
Abraham believed it and chose to remain in the land.  We are then told that God 
“accounted” or credited “righteousness” to Abraham on the basis of his faith. He did not 
earn or obtain righteousness through a ceremonial or religious rite, by good deeds, or 
even by moving to a strange land.  Rather, righteousness was given as a gift from God, 
“accounted” or credited to Abraham as he believed God’s promise to him.    

4 Although inheritance rights are usually to family members, at the time of Abraham servants were 
sometimes designated as the family heir.  This peculiar aspect of the story is confirmed through some 
ancient clay tablets discovered in the town of Nuzi near where Abraham lived and dating to the 
approximate time of Abraham.    



Righteousness and God’s Kingdom

The discussion of righteousness at this point in the events of Abraham’s life seems like 
something said in passing, but it is actually an important confirmation from God of how 
Abraham would share in the promised blessings.   He would share in the eternal kingdom
of God because God credited righteousness to him.  Because of the Creator’s holy 
(perfect) and just nature, He cannot ignore or overlook the evil and wrong things people 
do.  Even wrongdoing that might seem small or insignificant from a human perspective 
brings guilt before God, who is perfect and all-knowing.  The guilt of sin does not wear 
off with the passing of time, because God never forgets.  Receiving God’s gift of 
righteousness is necessary for anyone before they can be accepted into God’s presence 
and the future kingdom promised to Abraham.  "Look to Me, and be saved, All you ends 
of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other.    I have sworn by Myself; The word 
has gone out of My mouth in righteousness, And shall not return, that to Me every knee 
shall bow, every tongue shall take an oath.    He shall say, 'Surely in the LORD I have 
righteousness   and strength. To Him men shall come, And all shall be ashamed who are 
incensed against Him.  In the LORD all the descendants of Israel shall be   justified, and 
shall glory.' "  (Isaiah 45:22-25)  The words “righteousness” and “justified” in the above 
verses are translations of the same basic Hebrew word.    In the Bible, a person who is 
“justified” is declared righteous or credited with righteousness, not excused from sin as 
our English word suggests.  When God accounted righteousness to Abraham, Abraham 
was made genuinely clean and fit to live with God in His kingdom. 

Everyone Needs Righteousness

The need for God’s gift of righteousness was not a new thing but was revealed to Adam 
when he sinned and was sent out of the Garden.  Adam could not get back into the garden
or avoid the penalty God had decreed for his disobedience by doing good and trying 
harder.   Once a person has been contaminated by sin, the guilt has to be removed and 
righteousness credited before God can accept him or her.  God had decreed that the 
penalty for Adam’s disobedience was death--both spiritual death, (separation from God), 
and physical death.  However, God gave Adam and Eve hope by promising a deliverer 
and by clothing Adam and Eve with the skins of an animal.  This was the first animal 
sacrifice. It symbolizes the death that all people deserve and also provided symbolic 
robes of righteousness.  Adam needed clothing not just for his body but for his soul as a 
“covering” for his guilt.  So do Adam’s descendants including Abraham and us.  Before 
Christ came, sacrifices were the way God chose for people to acknowledge this need.  
When done with the right heart attitude, sacrifices also expressed faith that God would 
provide for that need in the future.  For example, when Adam’s son Abel made an 
offering of an animal as God instructed, both Abel and his offering were accepted by 
God.  Scripture reveals that God accepted Abel as righteous because he trusted God 
enough to make the offering the way God had revealed.   By faith Abel offered to God a 
more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained witness that he was 
righteous (Hebrews 11:4).  Abel’s brother Cain made an offering of produce, but both 
Cain and his offering were rejected (Genesis 4:1-5).  



As with Adam’s son Cain, people often misunderstand the connection between sacrifices 
and righteousness.  Sacrifices were never intended to be a direct payment for sins as some
people later assumed.  This is evident throughout Scripture because big sins did not 
require more costly sacrifices (Leviticus 6:1-7).  Nor was killing an innocent animal a 
good deed of the sort that was intended to benefit God or fellow men.  The grisly process 
of offering a sacrifice is best understood as a way to acknowledge guilt and confess the 
justice of the penalty of death that God decreed for the human race when our first parents 
sinned.  When a person made such an offering, he was in effect agreeing with God that he
was a sinner and worthy of death.  The sacrifice also served as a reminder to the one 
making the offering that God who made the first sacrifice would provide a way to take 
away the eternal penalty of the guilt before God.  When an offering was accepted, the one
making the offering was credited with righteousness and accepted by God, and the skin of
the offered animal was kept for clothing (Leviticus 7:8).  Throughout scripture, the 
clothing for our guilt is robes of righteousness I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, My soul
shall be joyful in my God; For He has clothed me with the garments of salvation, He has 
covered me with the robe of righteousness (Isaiah 61:10).  Before God’s throne, people 
are said to be wearing white robes washed in the blood of the lamb. (Revelation 7:14)   It 
is these robes of righteousness that the sacrifices portrayed that God granted to Abraham 
by faith.  

How God Provides Righteousness

The death of sacrificial animals did not remove guilt and provide Adam and his 
descendants with robes of righteousness, but it did portray how God Himself in Christ 
would do so For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become 
the righteousness of God in Him  (2 Cor 5:21) (Hebrews 10:1-10).  It is significant that 
although Abraham did not make an offering at the time he was declared righteous, he did 
trust in God who provides righteousness.  Hundreds of years before Christ, the prophet 
Isaiah, a descendant of Abraham, graphically portrayed the sufferings that Christ would 
endure.  Interspersed with the predictions of sufferings are explanations of what they 
would accomplish in God’s sight.  Isaiah refers to the suffering and death of Christ as a 
sacrifice that brings righteousness to sinners.   6.. the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity 
of us all… 10 ... When You make His soul an offering for sin, …  11… My righteous 
Servant shall   justify   many, For He shall bear their iniquities (Isaiah 53:6,10,11).   Notice
that the one who would bear our sins would “justify many” or declare many righteous.  
Jesus was introduced by John the Baptist as, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world! (John 1:29).  The people who heard John the Baptist’s words had been 
prepared by the sacrificial system to understand how Christ as the Lamb of God would 
take away the sin of the world.  

Even Though Jesus lived many years after Abraham God’s plan, was established before 
the creation of the World.  Jesus is referred to as the The Lamb slain from the foundation 
of the world. Revelation 13:8 And His death as the Lamb of God provided the basis for 
forgiving even sins committed before Jesus came  being justified freely by His grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,  whom God set forth as a propitiation by 
His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance 



God had passed over the sins that were previously committed,  to demonstrate at the 
present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has 
faith in Jesus (Romans 3:24-26).  It was this sacrifice that provided the righteousness that
Abraham received by faith.

How People Receive God’s gift

Removal of guilt and crediting of righteousness is not something that people can earn or 
deserve, but God grants it as a gift to those who trust Him.  In the New Testament, Paul 
explains that this gift of righteousness Abraham received from God by faith is an example
for all people of how to come to God,  What then shall we say that Abraham our father 
has found according to the flesh?  For if Abraham was justified by works, he has 
something to boast about, but not before God.  For what does the Scripture say? 
"Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness."   Now to him 
who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt.  But to him who does not 
work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for 
righteousness (Romans 4:1-4).  As previously mentioned, the biblical words relating to 
“righteousness” and “justification” come from the same Hebrew (Old Testament) or 
Greek (New Testament) root.

Conclusion

Although a good man by human standards, Abraham needed this gift of righteousness.  
God’s holiness requires that people be perfectly clean.  At the end of the Bible, the 
entrance requirements to the future kingdom are spelled out.   "But the cowardly, 
unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars 
shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second 
death." (Revelation 21:1-7,8)  Although Abraham was a man of great faith, actions such 
as his deceptions about Sarah proved that he was a sinner and disqualified for entrance 
into God’s kingdom, thus he needed to have God’s righteousness credited to him.  This 
gift of righteousness assured Abraham that he would be a part of God’s future kingdom 
even though the promises would not be fulfilled during his lifetime.  

Practical Application

1.  Many people rely on their own good works or religious practices to make themselves 
clean and acceptable to God.  If it were possible for people to be clean in God’s sight by 
these means, would it have been necessary for Jesus to suffer and die?

2.  Receiving God’s gift of righteousness today happens as we acknowledge that Jesus is 
the Lamb of God who died for our sins.  Doing good works and religious ceremonies is 
not a way to receive the righteousness that Jesus purchased through his death because it is
impossible to earn or deserve such a costly gift.  Believing that God will accept us 
because of our good works is just the opposite of acknowledging that Jesus died for our 
sins.  Are you relying on what you have done or on what Christ has done as the basis for 
your acceptance with God?  Have you received the gift of righteousness by faith?  



3.  Faith is reliance on what God has done and on His promises and gives God the honor 
He deserves.  Is it possible to have faith in God and still believe that Christ is one of 
many ways to God?  Is it possible to have true faith and still deny that the Son of God 
came to suffer and die for our sins?

CHAPTER 5 GOD’S PROMISE CONFIRMED – THE LAND
(GENESIS 15:7-21)    

Another Test of Faith

Abraham was convinced that he would have the heir as God promised and a place in 
God’s eternal kingdom, yet he had another question.  Would this promised heir really 
possess the land or like Abraham just continue to be a foreigner there?   Then He said to 
him, "I am the LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land 
to inherit it."   And he said, "Lord GOD, how shall I know that I will inherit it?" (Genesis
15:7,8)   To confirm His promise to Abraham, God made a covenant with Abraham using 
a ceremony that the people at that time would have regarded as a most binding oath.  So 
He said to him, "Bring Me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat, a three-
year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon."  Then he brought all these to Him and 
cut them in two, down the middle, and placed each piece opposite the other; but he did 
not cut the birds in two.  And when the vultures came down on the carcasses, Abram 
drove them away.  Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and
behold, horror and great darkness fell upon him. Then He said to Abram: "Know 
certainly that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will 
serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred years.  "And also the nation whom 
they serve I will judge; afterward they shall come out with great possessions.  "Now as 
for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good old age.  
"But in the fourth generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not 
yet complete."  And it came to pass, when the sun went down and it was dark, that 
behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a burning torch that passed between those 
pieces.  On the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying: "To your 
descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the River 
Euphrates” (Genesis 15:9-18)  

God’s Confirmation and Oath
 
Although this ceremony seems strange to us today, the symbolism is simple.  By passing 
between the pieces of the animals, the person making the oath was in effect saying, “May
what happened to this animal happen to me if I break this oath”.  Normally both people 
making the agreement would pass between the pieces together, but when the time came to
speak the terms of the oath, God put Abraham into a trance-like sleep and passed between
the pieces alone.  The responsibility to keep these promises was God’s alone.  In this 
ceremony, Abraham did not say or do anything because everything that was being 
promised was God’s responsibility.  The assurance to Abraham could not have been more 
certain.  The indestructible, unchangeable, all-powerful God taking such an oath meant 



that the promise would also be indestructible and unchangeable.  By detailing the 
boundaries of the land that Abraham would inherit, God made clear that the promise was 
going to be fulfilled literally on earth not just in a spiritual sense.  

(PUT MAP HERE SHOWING THE BOUNDARIES OF THE LAND PROMISED TO 
ABRAHAM  - CAPTION FOR MAP:  The possession of the land God promised to 
Abraham has been hotly contested almost since the time of Abraham, however the 
ultimate outcome of these conflicts does not depend on those who are contesting it but on
God’s decree.)

A Sign for Abraham’s Descendants

In the oath that God proclaimed to Abraham while passing between the pieces, God also 
provided a prophetic announcement that would serve as a sign to future generations that 
the promise would be fulfilled.  For 400 years, Abraham’s descendants would dwell in 
another land that was not theirs, then God would bring them back to this land.  Then He 
said to Abram: "Know certainly that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is 
not theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred years.  "And also 
the nation whom they serve I will judge; afterward they shall come out with great 
possessions (Genesis 15:13, 14). The historical fulfillment of this prophecy is recorded at
the end of the book of Genesis and the beginning of the book of Exodus.  Abraham’s 
great grandson (Joseph) brought his brothers into Egypt to provide for them during a time
of famine.    They stayed there as guests for the rest of their lives, but a later Pharaoh 
enslaved their descendants for many generations.   Four hundred years later, God 
appeared to Moses and appointed him as His spokesman to Pharaoh as God brought the 
descendants of Abraham out of their bondage in Egypt to the land He had promised to 
give to Abraham.  The miraculous and dramatic signs God performed to bring the 
descendants of Abraham out of Egypt were not the beginning of the permanent kingdom 
but a dramatic reminder that the Kingdom founded on righteousness would come.

The Canaanite Inhabitants of the Land

In the oath to Abraham, God also gave him a reason why he would not possess the land 
right away; God would not remove the Canaanite people until they were completely 
corrupt.  "But in the fourth generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the 
Amorites is not yet complete” (Genesis 15:16).  400 years later, when God did bring 
Abraham’s descendants back to the land, through Moses God told the people this:  "It is 
not because of your righteousness or the uprightness of your heart that you go in to 
possess their land, but because of the wickedness of these nations that the LORD your 
God drives them out from before you, and that He may fulfill the word which the LORD 
swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Deuteronomy 9:5).  Through Moses
God also reminded the Israelites that even though they were now in the land, they were 
still waiting for the promised Seed and the kingdom founded on righteousness just as 
Abraham had done - … the land is Mine; for you are strangers and sojourners with Me 
(Leviticus 25:23).   Just as God drove out of the land the wicked Canaanite people, Moses
warned that the Israelites would not remain in the Land but would experience the same 



judgment from God if they indulged in the evil and perverted practices of the Canaanites. 
' Do not defile yourselves with any of these things; for by all these the nations are defiled,
which I am casting out before you.  'For the land is defiled; therefore I visit the 
punishment of its iniquity upon it, and the land vomits out its inhabitants.   'You shall 
therefore keep My statutes and My judgments, and shall not commit any of these 
abominations, either any of your own nation or any stranger who dwells among you   
'(for all these abominations the men of the land have done, who were before you, and 
thus the land is defiled),  'lest the land vomit you out also when you defile it, as it vomited
out the nations that were before you.  'For whoever commits any of these abominations, 
the persons who commit them shall be cut off from among their people’ (Leviticus 18:24-
29).  The Israelites did in fact become corrupt and indulge in some of the same sins as the
Canaanites and were afflicted by enemies and eventually driven out of the land. Yet in 
keeping with His promise to Abraham, God has always restored a believing remnant to 
the land.  These returns to the land have been like the return under Moses – not the 
establishment of the “kingdom founded on righteousness” but reminders that God will 
send the promised Seed and found a righteous kingdom according to promise.

The unchanging nature of this promise is reaffirmed again by prophets and events later in 
Israelite history.  Even though Abraham’s descendants have since been twice driven from 
their land and dispersed, both times God has brought them back to their ancient land and 
restored them as a nation.  Prophets announced a final and permanent return to the land 
and true righteousness when the promised Seed comes.  " Behold, the days are coming," 
says the LORD, "That I will raise to David a Branch of righteousness; A King shall reign
and prosper, And execute judgment and righteousness in the earth.  In His days Judah 
will be saved, And Israel will dwell safely; Now this is His name by which He will be 
called: THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.  " Therefore, behold, the days are coming,"
says the LORD, "that they shall no longer say, 'As the LORD lives who brought up the 
children of Israel from the land of Egypt,'  "but, 'As the LORD lives who brought up and 
led the descendants of the house of Israel from the north country and from all the 
countries where I had driven them.' And they shall dwell in their own land  (Jeremiah 
23:5-8).  This prediction was given at the time when the Israelites were about to be taken 
captive to the land of Babylon for seventy years, but it refers to a yet future time when 
God, through His Messiah, will again remember His promise and restore His people to 
their ancient land.   I will bring back the captives of My people Israel; They shall build 
the waste cities and inhabit them; They shall plant vineyards and drink wine from them; 
They shall also make gardens and eat fruit from them.   I will plant them in their land, 
And no longer shall they be pulled up from the land I have given them, says the LORD 
your God” (Amos 9:14,15).  Unlike the present and past returns to the Land the Promised
Seed will restore them permanently because He will cleanse them from sin.  21”Then say
to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD: "Surely I will take the children of Israel from among 
the nations, wherever they have gone, and will gather them from every side and bring 
them into their own land;… 23 "They shall not defile themselves anymore with their 
idols, nor with their detestable things, nor with any of their transgressions; but I will 
deliver them from all their dwelling places in which they have sinned, and will cleanse 
them. Then they shall be My people, and I will be their God… 25 "Then they shall dwell 
in the land that I have given to Jacob My servant, where your fathers dwelt; and they 



shall dwell there, they, their children, and their children's children, forever… 28 "The 
nations also will know that I, the LORD, sanctify Israel, when My sanctuary is in their 
midst forevermore." ' (Ezekiel 37: 21,23,25,28). "   (See also Jeremiah 32:36-42)

Summary

In summary, God bringing the Israelites out of Egypt into the Promised Land 400 years 
after Abraham was not the final fulfillment of the promise to Abraham but a sign that the 
promise would ultimately be fulfilled.  The judgment and removal from the Promised 
Land of the wicked Canaanites and later the children of Abraham were confirmations that
the kingdom promised to Abraham will yet be fulfilled.  The promised Seed will come, 
and the kingdom will be established in righteousness.

Application:  

1. What are some ways that God has confirmed the message of the Bible?  Does the 
example of how God fulfilled the promises to Abraham strengthen your faith?  

2. Things that God reveals of His future plans, such as giving the Promised Land to 
Abraham’s descendants, often offend and anger people who do not trust God.  Are there 
aspects of God’s plan or claim on your life that trouble you?  

3. During Abraham’s lifetime, God miraculously destroyed Sodom as an act of judgment, 
then 400 years later destroyed many more of the Canaanite cities through Joshua.   In the 
New Testament the miraculous judgment of Sodom is provided as proof that God will 
judge the world (2 Peter 2:6-10).  Does the increase of wickedness in our modern world 
grieve you or entice you?  Do you fear God’s judgment?  Are you seeking first God’s 
kingdom and His righteousness?

CHAPTER 6 TRYING TO MAKE THE PROMISE HAPPEN 
(GENESIS CHAPTERS 16, 21:8-21)

Tired of Waiting

Abraham had lived in the land about 10 years when Sarah suggested a plan to obtain a 
family heir through her servant Hagar.  Was this how God intended to fulfill His promise 
to Abraham?  Would Hagar’s child be the promised heir through whom God would fulfill 
His promises to Abraham?  So Sarai said to Abram, "See now, the LORD has restrained 
me from bearing children. Please, go in to my maid; perhaps I shall obtain children by 
her." And Abram heeded the voice of Sarai.  Then Sarai, Abram's wife, took Hagar her 
maid, the Egyptian, and gave her to her husband Abram to be his wife, after Abram had 
dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan (Genesis 16:2,3).  

Although what Sarah suggested seems very strange according to the customs of most 
cultures and eras in history, the discovery of an ancient library of clay tablets from the 
city of Nuzi that date to the era of Abraham confirm that it was according to the laws at 



that time.   In the Nuzzi tablets it is recorded that a barren wife chose a servant girl to 
produce a family heir for her husband.  The tablets also have a record of a servant being 
designated as a family heir such as was mentioned in Genesis 15:2,3.  These tablets 
provide confirmation that the story of Abraham is historically accurate in all its details.  

Although the plan of Sarah is according to the customs of that time, there is no indication 
that God told Abraham and Sarah to do this, and Scripture confirms that it is not 
according to God’s plan.  The plan was tried and it seemed to work but God had not 
commanded this.  Elsewhere, the Bible makes it plain that God intended marriage to be 
between one man and one woman and that sexual union outside of marriage is adulterous 
(Mark 10:6-9).  

A Child of Different Promise

Both Abraham and Sarah agreed that Hagar was still a servant.  Abraham did not enter 
into a marriage covenant with her, therefore her agreement to give birth to the family heir
did not change her status as a servant to Sarah.  But the violation of God’s law created 
natural and predictable conflicts and tensions.  Hagar conceived but before the child was 
even born, the legal relationship of Hagar and Sarah was tested.   Becoming the mother of
the presumed family heir of Abraham gave Hagar a sense that she was equal or superior 
to Sarah and conflict arose.  So he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she 
saw that she had conceived, her mistress became despised in her eyes. Then Sarai said to
Abram, "My wrong be upon you! I gave my maid into your embrace; and when she saw 
that she had conceived, I became despised in her eyes. The LORD judge between you and
me."  So Abram said to Sarai, "Indeed your maid is in your hand; do to her as you 
please." And when Sarai dealt harshly with her, she fled from her presence (Genesis 
16:4-6).  

When Hagar tried to escape from the situation, an angelic messenger confirmed that for 
now Hagar should submit to this arrangement.   Now the Angel of the LORD found her by
a spring of water in the wilderness, by the spring on the way to Shur.  And He said, 
"Hagar, Sarai's maid, where have you come from, and where are you going?" She said, "I
am fleeing from the presence of my mistress Sarai."  The Angel of the LORD said to her, 
"Return to your mistress, and submit yourself under her hand" (Genesis 16:7-9).  Hagar 
obeyed and returned to her position as servant.  

At the same time, the angel told Hagar a promise and a prediction about her child – but 
not the same promise as given to Abraham.  Then the Angel of the LORD said to her, "I 
will multiply your descendants exceedingly, so that they shall not be counted for 
multitude."   And the Angel of the LORD said to her: "Behold, you are with child, and 
you shall bear a son. You shall call his name Ishmael, because the LORD has heard your 
affliction.   He shall be a wild man; his hand shall be against every man, and every man's
hand against him. And he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren" (Genesis 16:10-
12). Even though the Lord predicted that Ishmael would be hostile and wild He also 
promised to multiply his descendants.  Like God’s promises to Isaac, his blessings to 
Ishmael were gifts, not rewards for obedience.  



The part of the promise, “that he would dwell in the presence of all his brethren”, implies 
he would not be the possessor of the land but would perpetually live the lifestyle of a 
nomad; it also implies that Abraham would have another child since at this time there are 
no other brothers.  Instead of a promise to be a blessing, the prediction was that there 
would be conflict. These predictions all proved to be true.  Hagar was encouraged and 
given strength to remain in her difficult situation by the assurance that God saw her and 
knew about her situation.  The name of her son is a reminder of God’s provision for her.  
Ishmael’s name means “God sees.”

Two Sons Two Promises/ A departing

Even before Ishmael was born, God had made it clear to Hagar that her child was not the 
promised heir, yet thirteen years passed while Abraham, Sarah, and Hagar all regarded 
Ishmael as the rightful family heir.  When the time came for Sarah to give birth to the 
promised child, God sent an angelic messenger to tell Abraham.  Abraham was not only 
surprised by the announcement but content to have Ishmael as the family heir.  And 
Abraham said to God, "Oh, that Ishmael might live before You!"  Then God said: "No, 
Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac; I will establish 
My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his descendants after him 
(Genesis 17:18,19).  Although Abraham was content with Ishmael as family heir, God 
was reaffirming that His promise would not be fulfilled in Ishmael but through the child 
that Sarah was about to bear.  

God’s final message to Abraham that Ishmael was not the heir to the promise was 
confirmed several years after Isaac’s birth when Sarah observed Ishmael mocking Isaac.  
Indignant, Sarah desired to send Ishmael (now 17 years old) and his mother Hagar away.  
Even though this was against the customs of that time, God indicated that Abraham 
should do as Sarah suggested and send away Hagar and Ishmael.  Therefore she (Sarah) 
said to Abraham, "Cast out this bondwoman and her son; for the son of this bondwoman 
shall not be heir with my son, namely with Isaac."  And the matter was very displeasing 
in Abraham's sight because of his son.   But God said to Abraham, "Do not let it be 
displeasing in your sight because of the lad or because of your bondwoman. Whatever 
Sarah has said to you, listen to her voice; for in Isaac your seed shall be called.   "Yet I 
will also make a nation of the son of the bondwoman, because he is your seed"  (Genesis 
21:10-13.) Abraham could not change or split God’s promised blessing between his 
children.  

When Abraham sent Ishmael and Hagar away the Lord provided and cared for them just 
as he had for Hagar when she fled from Sarah.  Ishmael married and had 12 sons 
(Genesis 25:13-15).  As God had predicted, his descendants became nomadic, never 
really claiming a specific land with national boundaries but moving around in lands 
claimed by others. Though God promised temporal material blessing to Ishmael – he too 
would become a nation – this material blessing was not the heart of the covenant promise 
made to Abraham.  The distinctive nature of God’s covenant blessing to Abraham was a 



promised Seed that would found a nation on righteousness.  Isaac’s descendants would 
inherit the land, and through his Seed everyone on earth would be blessed. 

After the death of Sarah, Abraham married another wife named Keturah.  Together 
Abraham and Keturah had several children some of whom became the nation of the 
Midianites.  Like Ishmael these other sons of Abraham were not the promised Seed and 
moved to another land.

Application: 
1. Sarah’s plan to provide a family heir seemed like the only way to do so because of a 
lack of faith.  Even though it was according to the customs of that time, it was contrary to
God’s plan and caused problems.  What are some things that people do today to try to 
make happen what God has promised to do?   What are some modern customs that are 
acceptable by cultural standards but contrary to God’s plan?

2. The plan seemed to work and everyone assumed that Ishmael was the promised heir 
until God spoke.  Can you think of things today that are counterfeits of God’s work in the
world?  Are you able to rest in God when it seems like the things He promised are 
impossible or are not happening?  

3. Hagar and Ishmael were blessed even though not with the same blessings as Sarah and 
Isaac.  Are you content with God’s blessings to you or are you jealous of His blessings to 
other people?

4. Before Ishmael was born the angel revealed to Hagar promises that were different than 
what was said of Abraham’s promised Seed.  Yet for thirteen more years everyone 
assumed that Ishmael would be the heir.  How do people today set their hope on methods 
for the accomplishment of God’s promise that are contrary to what God has revealed?
  
5. Do you, like Hagar, realize that God sees and cares about you even though you may be 
suffering because of other people’s sin?  

CHAPTER 7  GOD’S FAITHFULNESS EXCEEDS HUMAN FAITH (GENESIS 
17)  

Rekindled Faith

Thirteen years passed while Abraham, Sarah, and Hagar all regarded Ishmael as the 
rightful family heir.  Sarah and Abraham’s increasing age caused them to lay to rest their 
own hope that Sarah would have a child and assume that God’s promise was being 
fulfilled through Ishmael.  Then God appeared again to Abraham to announce that it was 
time for Sarah to have the promised family heir!  Abraham and later Sarah both initially 
laughed in unbelief but later repented.  The child that would be born would be named 
“Isaac” which means “he laughs.”  Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said 
in his heart, "Shall a child be born to a man who is one hundred years old? And shall 
Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?"  And Abraham said to God, "Oh, that 



Ishmael might live before You!"  Then God said: "No, Sarah your wife shall bear you a 
son, and you shall call his name Isaac; I will establish My covenant with him for an 
everlasting covenant, and with his descendants after him” (Genesis 17:17-19).  

Though Abraham initially laughed, he once again demonstrated his trust in God’s 
promises by his obedience to what God revealed.  First, God changed his name from 
“Abram” which means “Exalted Father” to “Abraham” which means “Father of 
Multitudes”.  God also changed his wife’s name from Sarai which means “my princess” 
to Sarah which simply means princess or “noble woman”.  Once again Abraham shows 
great faith by believing what God said.  Imagine 100-year-old Abraham calling together 
all his servants to announce this change.  “Men, God appeared to me and told me Sarah is
going to have a baby.  He also told me to change my name, so from now on don’t call me 
‘Exalted Father’ but ‘Father of Multitudes’”.  Those who did not have faith in Abraham’s 
God would have surely found this change of name amusing or even reason for scoffing.  
Although Abraham was humbled by the years of waiting for the promise, God is faithful, 
and Abraham’s faith was rewarded.

A Sign of the Covenant

If the change of name caused some of Abraham’s servants to scoff, surely the sign of the 
covenant God gave was a greater offense.   "This is My covenant which you shall keep, 
between Me and you and your descendants after you: Every male child among you shall 
be circumcised;  "and you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall 
be a sign of the covenant between Me and you.  "He who is eight days old among you 
shall be circumcised, every male child in your generations, he who is born in your house 
or bought with money from any foreigner who is not your descendant.   "He who is born 
in your house and he who is bought with your money must be circumcised, and My 
covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant.  "And the uncircumcised 
male child, who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that person shall be cut off 
from his people; he has broken My covenant." (Genesis 17:10-14)   Other peoples 
practiced circumcision usually as a rite of passage to manhood.  The covenant that God 
was making would impact Abraham’s descendants for future generations; therefore the 
sign was passed on to children before they were old enough to decide.   

For Abraham and the members of his household, this act of obedience was a sign of the 
covenant – a symbolic giving up of his own efforts and affirmation that he believed God 
would accomplish His promise.  And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own 
body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of 
Sara's womb:  He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong 
in faith, giving glory to God;  And being fully persuaded that, what He had promised, He 
was able also to perform (Romans 4:19-21).  For the future generations of his children, it 
would be an acknowledgment of the promise made to Abraham and an affirmation that 
they too were looking for the promised Seed.  For the men of his household, this 
requirement would have been a test of faith – a way to affirm or deny that they believed 
the promises God made to Abraham.



Sarah’s Faith

Although Abraham was confident that God would keep His promises, Sarah apparently 
was not yet convinced.  She had followed her husband faithfully and observed all his 
actions, but did she share Abraham’s confidence in God’s promises?  A visit and 
announcement by angelic messengers brought her thoughts to the surface. Then they said 
to him, "Where is Sarah your wife?" So he said, "Here, in the tent."  And He said, "I will 
certainly return to you according to the time of life, and behold, Sarah your wife shall 
have a son." (Sarah was listening in the tent door which was behind him.)  Now Abraham
and Sarah were old, well advanced in age; and Sarah had passed the age of 
childbearing.  Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, "After I have grown old, 
shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?"  And the LORD said to Abraham, "Why 
did Sarah laugh, saying, 'Shall I surely bear a child, since I am old?'  "Is anything too 
hard for the LORD? At the appointed time I will return to you, according to the time of 
life, and Sarah shall have a son."  But Sarah denied it, saying, "I did not laugh," for she 
was afraid. And He said, "No, but you did laugh!"  (Genesis 18:9-15) Although at this 
point Sarah did not believe and was even in denial of her unbelief, the message and 
rebuke had its desired effect.  By faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive 
seed, and she bore a child when she was past the age, because she judged Him faithful 
who had promised (Hebrews 11:11).  

Another thing the angelic messengers told Abraham was that God was about to judge 
Sodom for its wickedness.  The supernatural destruction of Sodom that happened the 
following morning confirmed that the messengers who announced Isaac’s birth to 
Abraham and Sarah were in fact from God.  Perhaps it was this that confirmed in Sarah’s 
mind the certainty of God’s promises and bolstered her sagging faith.  With Sarah and 
Abraham both believing God’s promises, Sarah conceived and a son was born.  As God 
had commanded, they named him “Isaac” which means “he laughs.” 

The Future Kingdom Reaffirmed

Although God made it clear that His promises would be fulfilled through Isaac’s line, He 
also made clear that the promise was yet future.  In Isaac’s lifetime he would not become 
a nation, inherit the land, and be a blessing to all the families of the earth.  Like his father 
Abraham, Isaac would be a stranger and pilgrim in the land of promise waiting for the 
kingdom God would establish there.  The biblical book of Hebrews explains it this way:  
These (Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob) all died in faith, not having received the promises, but
having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they 
were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.  For those who say such things declare plainly 
that they seek a homeland.   And truly if they had called to mind that country from which 
they had come out, they would have had opportunity to return.   But now they desire a 
better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, 
for He has prepared a city for them (Hebrews 11:13-16).  All the promises would 
ultimately be accomplished in a yet future descendant of Abraham.  Now to Abraham and
his Seed were the promises made. He does not say, "And to seeds," as of many, but as of 
one, "And to your Seed," who is Christ (Galatians 3:16).  Until that time God would 



continue to watch over an bless the children of Abraham using them as object lessons to 
the rest of the world of lessons about the coming Kingdom.

Application: 

1. Do you make public decisions that reveal your faith in God?  

2. Are you ashamed to admit you believe when God’s promises or commands seem 
ridiculous or go against popular opinion? 

3. Are you like Sarah just following others who have faith?

4. What are some of God’s promises today might cause people to laugh or scoff?

CHAPTER 8  ABRAHAM’S GREATEST TEST OF FAITH (GENESIS 22)

A Shocking Plan

With the long awaited child in his home and the painful departure of Ishmael behind him,
Abraham must have felt that the promises for the future were secure; now he could retire 
in peace.  But God had one more test of faith for Abraham – a test that would reveal both 
the true nature of Abraham’s personal beliefs and how the promised “Seed” would lay the
foundation for God’s future righteous kingdom.  Was Abraham’s obedience because he 
loved God and His plan, or was he only obedient when it looked like it would benefit 
him?  The test started with this announcement:  Now it came to pass after these things 
that God tested Abraham, and said to him, "Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am."   Then 
He said, "Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of 
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall 
tell you"  (Genesis 22:1,2).  The shock of this command might have made Abraham 
wonder if he had heard correctly or if it was really God who was suggesting a thing so 
apparently contrary to all that He had promised for this child.  Abraham knew it was God 
speaking, so in spite of his natural resistance Abraham trusted and obeyed Him.  He set 
out for the land of Moriah – the place in Jerusalem where years later Solomon would 
build the temple (2 Chronicles 3:1).  

Abraham’s Thoughts

When Abraham arrived at Moriah, he left the servants with the supplies, and set out with 
Isaac carrying the wood up the hill to the place where God was leading them.  Then on 
the third day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar off.   And Abraham said to 
his young men, "Stay here with the donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and worship, and
we will come back to you."  (Genesis 22:4,5) Abraham’s statement to his servants that 
“we” (both he and Isaac) would return after the offering was a statement of his belief that 
God would raise Isaac from the dead to complete His promises.  The writer of Hebrews 
provides insights into Abraham’s thoughts on how God would resolve the apparent 



contradiction between what He had promised Abraham and what He was commanding 
Abraham to do.  By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had
received the promises offered up his only begotten son, of whom it was said, "In Isaac 
your seed shall be called,” concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the 
dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense (Hebrews 11:17-19).  God 
always keeps His promises, and God’s commands do not contradict His promises.   
Abraham reasoned that if the promised kingdom were to come through Isaac then God 
would raise Isaac from the dead.   

The Reason for the Offering

In spite of the promise of a resurrection, there still remained the question of what the 
purpose could be for such an offering – or for that matter any offering?  As we discussed 
in chapter four, sacrifices were introduced by God after Adam’s sin as a symbolic way to 
acknowledge guilt and act out in advance the way God would atone for sin and provide 
robes of righteousness.  God had promised to bless everyone on earth through Abraham, 
but if blessing were to come to everyone on earth, first the ancient curse of sin and death 
would have to be resolved and a way established to make people righteous.  

As Abraham and Isaac proceeded to the place, Isaac asked a question.  Abraham’s answer
to Isaac’s question revealed more of his thoughts about God’s plan.  So Abraham took the
wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, 
and a knife, and the two of them went together.   But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father 
and said, "My father!" And he said, "Here I am, my son." Then he said, "Look, the fire 
and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?"  And Abraham said, "My son, 
God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering." So the two of them went 
together (Genesis 22:6-8).  Abraham’s answer to Isaac’s question indicated that he 
believed Isaac’s birth and this event would be a part of God’s plan for removing sin and 
bringing blessing to the earth.  At this point Abraham apparently believed that Isaac was 
the lamb that God wanted for an offering.  

God’s Announcement

As Abraham prepared to follow through with God’s instructions, God interrupted him.  
Then they came to the place of which God had told him. And Abraham built an altar 
there and placed the wood in order; and he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar,
upon the wood.   And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.   
But the Angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" 
So he said, "Here I am."  And He said, "Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything 
to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your 
only son, from Me." Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him was 
a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it 
up for a burnt offering instead of his son.  And Abraham called the name of the place, 
The-LORD-Will-Provide; as it is said to this day, "In the Mount of The LORD it shall be 
provided"  (Genesis 22:9-14).  God restrained Abraham when he passed the test.  



God knew from the beginning that he would pass the test; the test just allowed the rest of 
us to see what Abraham’s trust in God was really like.  The ram caught nearby provided 
the offering that day, but it was not the Lamb Abraham had spoken to Isaac about as they 
were going up the mountain.  At the conclusion of the offering, Abraham called the name 
of the place “The LORD Will Provide”.  He did not call the place “The LORD Has 
Provided”  because the real sacrifice that God would offer in this mountain to deal with 
the curse of  sin was still future.  The children of Abraham made this prophetic 
announcement into a saying:  "In the Mount of The LORD it shall be provided."   Going 
up the mountain Abraham had said,  “God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt 
offering," but both Isaac and the ram caught in the thicket were only symbols of what 
God would provide not the ultimate provision.  The Lamb that Abraham believed God 
would provide was still coming, and on this mountain the offering would be seen.

The Coming Lamb of God

The angelic messenger then repeated the promise of blessing to Abraham.  This 
announcement of blessing sounded a lot like the previous blessings except for one 
significant difference.  This time it was revealed that all the nations of the earth would be 
blessed through Abraham’s “Seed”.  "In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be 
blessed, because you have obeyed My voice"  (Genesis 22:18). In his letter to the Galatian
church many years later, the Apostle Paul said this about this distinction.  Now to 
Abraham and his Seed were the promises made. He does not say, "And to seeds," as of 
many, but as of one, "And to your Seed," who is Christ (Galatians 3:16).  Jesus is the 
Lamb of God that God provided.  He is the seed of Abraham who alone can take away 
the curse of sin and bring blessing to all the families of the earth.  When Jesus walked the
earth, He was introduced by John the Baptist with these words: Behold! The Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world! (John 1:29). 

Other prophets such as Isaiah who came after Abraham but before Jesus walked the earth 
also foretold that someone would take away sin by suffering as a substitute for sinners  
But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The 
chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed.  All we like 
sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD has 
laid on Him the iniquity of us all.  He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened
not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers 
is silent, So He opened not His mouth.  …Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He has 
put Him to grief. When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He 
shall prolong His days, And the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand.  He 
shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant 
shall justify many, For He shall bear their iniquities (Isaiah 53:5-7,10,11).  Jesus Christ 
was the Lamb that God provided to take away the sin of the world on a hill near mount 
Moriah – Abraham’s test and great faith allowed him to act out ahead of time what God 
Himself would do in Christ.  

Application  



1. Do you believe that God has provided a lamb?  

2. Do you recognize that your sins require a sacrifice?  Have you received the gift of 
righteousness?  

3. Are you willing to give to God what is most precious to you? 

CHAPTER 9 THE PROMISE AND ABRAHAM’S CHILDREN
(GENESIS 25 – EXODUS 19,  NUMBERS,  JOSHUA)

Abraham died having heard and believed the promises, but as God had indicated, they 
would be fulfilled in future generations (Gen 12:7; 15:15; 22:18; Hebrews 11:15).  As He 
did with Abraham, God protected and blessed Abraham’s children and repeated His 
promises to them.  Some believed, but most did not have faith as their father Abraham 
had.  Yet God proved faithful even though Abraham’s children often failed to follow their
father’s example of faith. 

 Isaac

After the death of Abraham, God appeared to Isaac (Gen 26:3,4,24) to confirm the 
promises made to Abraham and to command him to live in the land as a foreigner among 
the Canaanites.  Isaac followed his father’s example and stayed in the land even though 
the surrounding people were hostile toward him at times.  Even though Isaac was the 
child of Abraham and received the promise that “ I will make your descendants multiply 
as the stars of heaven” Genesis 26:4, his wife Rebecca whom God had guided him to 
marry (Genesis 24) was barren for 20 years until Isaac prayed for her (Genesis 25:21).  
Just as Abraham had tests of faith, even so his descendants would have tests of faith.  
Before Rebecca had given birth to twin sons, God revealed that the second twin to be 
born (Jacob) would be the one to receive the greatest blessing and inherit the promise to 
Abraham.  When Isaac’s twin sons Esau and Jacob were grown, Isaac wanted to convey 
the promises and blessing to Esau but had to accept that God had chosen Jacob to inherit 
the promises and blessings of Abraham (Genesis 27:33).  Isaac could not chose but had to
accept God’s plan for his sons, just as Abraham had to accept that God chose Isaac rather 
than Ishmael.  God’s desire and choice is more important than people’s desires and 
choices. 

Jacob

God’s choice of Jacob, like His choice of Abraham and Isaac, did not appear to be based 
on personal qualities or achievements but was meant to show that the fulfillment of the 
promise would be God’s doing.  For example, Jacob lived at home and did not get 
married until he was 84 years old. (See explanation below.)  Also, Jacob is unlike 
Abraham in that instead of just believing what God said, he did things to try to make 
certain that he would receive what God had promised.  These efforts often angered those 
around him and caused problems for him, but God blessed him in spite of himself with 



the same promises of blessing He had given to Abraham.  For example, Jacob deceived 
his elderly Father in an attempt to get the blessing Isaac intended for Esau.  This made 
Esau so angry that he plotted to kill Jacob and Jacob had to flee from his home (Genesis 
27).  Yet during his flight, God appeared to Jacob repeating to him the same promises He 
had given to Abraham. (Genesis 28:13-15)    

During his lifetime, God changed Jacob’s name to Israel causing his descendants to then 
become known as the “children of Israel”.   Most of the Old Testament history is about 
God’s interactions with the children of Israel, because they are the nation through which 
God chose to send the promised Seed and establish His kingdom.   The blessing and 
protection of God was apparent on Jacob and his family even when their conduct was less
than exemplary.  God did not shield them from the humbling, painful and even 
destructive consequences of their bad behavior but did preserve them for His own 
purposes just as He did Abraham.

Jacob’s Children  

Although God communicated His promises directly to Abraham, Isaac (Genesis 26:2-4), 
and Jacob (Genesis 28:13,14), He did not repeat the same promises directly to any one of 
Jacob’s children or individual in successive generations.  All of Jacob’s sons are included 
among those who would live in and divide up the land, unlike Abraham’s son Ishmael 
and Isaac’s son Esau who were sent away to become separate nations.  Yet, when God 
repeated to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that “in your Seed” all nations or families on earth 
will be blessed (Genesis 26:4; 28:14), the word for Seed was a singular word implying 
that the promises would be fulfilled in one of Abraham’s descendants.  

When Jacob blessed his children, God revealed that the promised Seed of Abraham 
would come from Judah’s family line.  "Judah, you are he whom your brothers shall 
praise; Your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies; Your father's children shall bow 
down before you.   Judah is a lion's whelp; From the prey, my son, you have gone up. He 
bows down, he lies down as a lion; And as a lion, who shall rouse him?  The scepter 
shall not depart from Judah, Nor a lawgiver from between his feet, Until Shiloh comes; 
And to Him shall be the obedience of the people (Genesis 49:8-10).    The blessing to 
Judah came in spite of conduct that had been less than exemplary (Genesis 37:26,27; 
38:1-30) and at a time when his brother Joseph was the family hero.  Hundreds of years 
passed before there was any further revelation from God regarding Abraham’s Seed.  
When the next major revelations did come, they were about a descendant of Judah, King 
David (Genesis 46:12; Ruth 4:18-22; 1 Samuel 16:13 2 Samuel 7:12).  

Being a part of the family of promise did not ensure that all members conducted 
themselves as children of promise.  Yet God used even the disobedience of Jacob’s 
children to accomplish His purposes. Motivated by jealousy, Jacob’s sons conspired 
against their younger brother Joseph and sold him as a slave to traders who in turn sold 
him in Egypt.  Joseph’s life became an example of the promise that Abraham would be 
both blessed and a source of blessing  (Genesis 12:2,3; 39:2,3).  God blessed Joseph by 
raising him from a position of servitude and imprisonment to a position of power where 



during a time of famine he saved the lives of many people.  God humbled Joseph’s 
brothers by exposing their actions against Joseph that they had kept concealed for many 
years, but He preserved them for His purposes.  Jacob’s family moved to Egypt where 
Joseph provided for them during the famine and stayed there for the remainder of their 
lives.  The move to Egypt was the beginning of the sign given to Abraham that His 
descendants would be in a land not their own for 400 years  (Genesis 15:13,14). 

The Israelites in Egypt

On his deathbed, Joseph reminded Jacob’s family that God would bring them out of 
Egypt and back to the land promised to Abraham.  He was so convinced of God’s 
promises that he left instructions for the children of Israel to carry his bones with them to 
the Promised Land when God would bring them out of Egypt (Genesis 50:24; Exodus 
13:19; Joshua 24:32).  Just as God had said, for over 400 years, the children of Israel 
remained in Egypt where they were regarded as foreigners and eventually enslaved by a 
Pharaoh who did not know Joseph (Exodus 1:8-10).  

Despite Pharaoh’s efforts to keep them in the land and the reluctance of the Israelites to 
leave, God delivered the Israelites from bondage just as He had announced hundreds of 
years earlier to Abraham (Genesis 15:13,14).  With Moses as His spokesman, God 
inflicted a series of plagues on the nation of Egypt and their gods (Exodus 12:12).  
Though at first Pharaoh treated the Israelites harshly and strengthened his resolve to keep 
them, a tenth and final plague caused him to drive the Israelites out of Egypt.  This 
eliminated any possibility of hesitation on the part of the Israelites to leave the land in 
which they had dwelt for so many years.  

Amazingly, Pharaoh’s hardened heart caused him to change his mind again and send 
soldiers after the Israelites to force them to return to Egypt.  By miraculous intervention, 
God destroyed Pharaoh’s army.   In spite of this deliverance as well as the miraculous 
provision of food and water in the wilderness, the Israelites who did not trust God and 
believe in the promises were afraid of the grim prospects of traveling through a desert to 
an unknown and already inhabited land.  Many desired to return to Egypt and rebelled, 
which resulted in most of that generation dying during a 40-year delay in the wilderness.  
Yet despite even this, God brought their children into the land just as He had promised 
Abraham.  By overcoming the opposition of Pharaoh as well as the unbelieving Israelites 
and eventually the Canaanite inhabitants of the land, God dramatically confirmed the 
promises He made to Abraham for future generations.

HOW OLD WAS JACOB?   HERE WITH TIMELINE & EXPLANATION.  

(Like Abraham and Isaac, Jacob was promised to have numerous descendants yet started 
his family at an advanced age.  It had been 169 years since the promise to Abraham, and 
the Seed had not yet come.   The age of Jacob when He was married can be computed by 
counting backwards through the events of his life. 
Jacob was 130 years old when he entered Egypt (Genesis 47:8,9).  There had been 2 
years of famine (Genesis 45:11) and 7 years of plenty (Genesis 41:29,30) so Jacob was 



121 when the seven years of plenty were beginning.  Joseph was put in charge of storing 
grain at this time and was 30 years old (Genesis 41:46) when Jacob was 121.  Jacob was 
91 when Joseph was born which was also the time when he had completed the 14 years 
he served Laban for Rachel and Leah (Genesis 30:25,26; Gen 29:20,27,28,30).  Jacob 
was 77 years old when he fled from Esau to Laban and then worked seven years before 
getting married, so he was 84 when he married.  It had been 169 years since the promise 
to Abraham.  From the promise to Abraham until Isaac’s birth was 25 years; Jacob’s birth 
to Isaac and Rebekah happened  60 years later, then Jacob’s marriage 84 years later adds 
up to 169 years from the time God gave the promise to Abraham until the marriage of 
Jacob.  

Conclusion

Scripture records the history of Abraham and his children’s faith and failures as an 
example for us to learn from.   Do not become sluggish, but imitate those who through 
faith and patience inherit the promises.  For when God made a promise to Abraham, 
because He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself,  saying, "Surely 
blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply you."  And so, after he had 
patiently endured, he obtained the promise (Hebrews 6:12-15).  God keeps all of His 
promises.

Practical application:

1. Are you able to patiently wait for the completion of God’s promises when it appears 
that God is not doing anything or that God’s reward will not be during your earthly 
lifetime?

2. The Israelites were more comfortable with and wanted to return to their bondage in 
Egypt rather than trust God and go through a desert to the land God promised to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Are their areas of your life where you are in bondage to sin 
but are more comfortable with bondage than with trusting God and walking in freedom?  
What are they?   

3. It is likely that at least some Israelites believed and talked about God’s promised 
deliverance and that Pharaoh heard about it before God sent Moses.  This would explain 
why, rather than fearing that the Israelites would demand independence or equality in the 
land where they had been 400 years, Pharaoh feared they would leave Egypt and treated 
them harshly.  (Exodus 1:10)  Can you think of Bible prophecies today that cause those 
who don’t love God to fear and abuse God’s people?

4. When Pharaoh opposed God’s plan, God used the harsh treatment and commands of 
Pharaoh to cause all the Israelites to leave Egypt.  Can you think of ways God uses 
unreasonable or cruel actions of those who oppose His plans to get His people to follow 
where He is leading?  Are there any unpleasant people or circumstances in your life right 
now that God may be using to get you to go where He is leading?  



CHAPTER 10 A NATON WAITING FOR THE PROMISE
EXODUS 19, LEVITICUS 26, GALATIANS 3:16-26, 2 SAMUEL 7:10-16, 
JEREMIAH 31:31-37; 37:24-26 

Although the entrance into the land confirmed God’s promise to Abraham’s children, it 
would be more than a thousand years until the birth of the Promised Seed.  God reminded
the descendants of Abraham of the promises during these years of waiting through three 
means: A covenant establishing them as a nation, a king who was like the coming 
promised Seed, and prophets who reminded them of the promises.      

God’s Covenant Establishes the Nation of Israel

After bringing the children of Israel out of Egypt, God made a covenant with them that 
would establish them as His special nation.  This covenant was unlike the one God made 
with Abraham where God alone was responsible for its fulfillment.  This covenant was 
primarily things that the children of Israel would agree to do.  'Now therefore, if you will 
indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me 
above all people; for all the earth is Mine.   'And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation '  (Exodus 19:5-6).   If the children of Israel accepted this covenant, 
they would experience its blessings only if they obeyed; disobedience or neglect of its 
requirements, although not resulting in complete rejection, would bring judgment 
(Leviticus 26).  The children of Israel accepted God’s offer.  

The rules and ceremonies commanded in this covenant illustrated ahead of time many 
important truths about the coming kingdom of the promised Seed, most notably how a 
holy God both judges and forgives sins. The covenant gave them a national identity. It 
could not, however, establish the righteous kingdom promised to Abraham because of 
human disobedience.  Despite the blessings promised for obeying this covenant, the 
history of Abraham’s descendants as recorded in Scripture is sadly more about judgment 
than blessing.  Whether by blessings for obedience or judgment for disobedience, 
however, God’s covenant and interaction with the Israelites set them apart from all other 
nations and affirmed that He will complete the promises made to Abraham.
 
A Temporary Guardian for Israel

This covenant did not add to or change God’s earlier promise to Abraham, instead it 
provided a temporary arrangement that restrained and preserved Abraham’s descendants 
as a people until the time that the promised Seed would arrive.  Now to Abraham and his 
Seed were the promises made. He does not say, "And to seeds," as of many, but as of one, 
"And to your Seed," who is Christ.   And this I say, that the law, which was four hundred 
and thirty years later, cannot annul the covenant that was confirmed before by God in 
Christ, that it should make the promise of no effect. For if the inheritance is of the law, it 
is no longer of promise; but God gave it to Abraham by promise.   What purpose then 
does the law serve? It was added because of transgressions, till the Seed should come to 
whom the promise was made  (Galatians 3:16-19).  Paul goes on to compare the 
Covenant God made with the Israelites to a guardian appointed until a child is ready to 



receive an inheritance.  The guardian for the nation of Israel will no longer be needed 
when the promised Seed brings righteousness and blessings. (Galatians 3:21-26)  There 
was never any danger that God would fail to keep His promises to Abraham, but there 
was great danger that individuals among Abraham’s descendants would lack faith and 
forget the promises.  With the covenant in place, Israel could not forget.   

A King Like the Promised Seed 

After the establishment of the covenant with the nation of Israel, about 400 years passed 
while the Israelites lived in the land but frequently suffered consequences for 
disobedience to the covenant.  During these years, God ruled the children of Israel 
through temporary deliverers referred to as “judges.”  At the end of this era, God 
instructed the last judge to anoint David as King.  David was from the family line of 
Judah from which the promised Seed would come (see chapter 9).  During his reign, 
David led the nation of Israel to return to their God, and all the territory promised to 
Abraham became subject to him.  Other nations still lived in parts of it but paid tribute to 
David, who ruled the land from Jerusalem.  

Even still, David was not the promised Seed.  God announced to him that his “Seed,” one
of his descendants, would be a king who would give Abraham’s descendants permanent 
possession of the land and peace with the surrounding people.   " When your days are 
fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up your seed after you, who will come 
from your body, and I will establish his kingdom.  "He shall build a house for My name, 
and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever  (2 Samuel 7:10-13).   Hereafter in 
Scripture, the Seed promised to Abraham is usually referred to as David’s Seed.   While 
the promised Seed would be a physical descendant of Abraham and David, the 
announcement to David also revealed that the promised Seed would be the Son of God, 
born of a virgin.   "I will be his Father, and he shall be My son…(2 Samuel 7:14)    
(Isaiah 7:14; 9:6 Psalm 2:7; Matthew 1:18-23).  This promised One became know as “the 
Messiah”, or “the Christ” in Greek, meaning “The anointed of the Lord”.     

More revelation about the promised Seed 

The military success and prosperity of David continued during the time of David’s son 
Solomon. Toward the end of Solomon’s reign, however, he allowed idolatry and 
disobedience that caused his son to lose control of much of the Promised Land.  Later 
generations of David’s descendants experienced either blessings as they obeyed the 
covenant or times of subjection to their enemies when they disobeyed.  Eventually they 
were even carried into exile for 70 years, after which God restored them to their land.  
After this return to the land, David’s descendants did not rule as they had before, yet from
the time of David forward, the prophets foretold many things about the coming Seed of 
David and the Kingdom He would establish in righteousness.  Below is a summary of the
many prophecies about Abraham’s and David’s Seed.

 He will reign from Jerusalem (Isaiah 2:2-4).  



 He will judge those who rebel against his authority (Isaiah 11:1-5, 13-15  Psalm 
2).

 He will cause the children of Abraham to return to dwell in their own land (Isaiah 
11:12,16; 49:5,6; Jeremiah 23:5,6; Ezekiel 37:24-26).

 He will make a New Covenant that will bring blessing on Israel and believing 
Gentiles (Isaiah 42:1-6; 49:6-8, Jeremiah 31:31-37; Ezekiel 16:59-63).

 He will make a way to make people righteous (Jeremiah 23:5,6; Isaiah 53:11; 
54:17; 61:10,11; 62:1)

 He will also serve as a priest after the order of Melchizedek (Psalm 110:4).
 He will bring peace within Israel and with all nations (Isaiah 11:13-15).
 He will restore the earth to an Eden-like state (Isaiah 11:1,6-9; Isaiah 65:17-25).   

Although David’s descendants did not complete the promises given to Abraham, God had
not forgotten or changed the promises: the promised Seed would fulfill them all.  

Prophets remind Israel of the Coming Kingdom and New Covenant

During those times when disobedience to the covenant brought judgment, God sent 
prophets to both announce judgment and remind the children of Israel of God’s promise 
to Abraham.  The blessings of the future Kingdom will not be on the basis of the 
Covenant made when the nation came out of Egypt but under a new and permanent 
Covenant.  The promise of a new covenant provided hope to the nation of Israel that even
though they couldn’t humanly keep the covenant without sinning, God would fulfill the 
promises to Abraham.  'For thus says the Lord GOD: "I will deal with you as you have 
done, who despised the oath by breaking the covenant.  " Nevertheless I will remember 
My covenant with you in the days of your youth, and I will establish an everlasting 
covenant with you…  "that you may remember and be ashamed, and never open your 
mouth anymore because of your shame, when I provide you an atonement for all you 
have done," says the Lord GOD.' "  (Ezekiel 16:59, 61, 63).   Under the new covenant 
God will provide a final atonement for sin.  

The New Covenant will also accomplish an inward transformation of the hearts of people
that will enable people to live in God’s kingdom and be ruled in righteousness without 
the curse that sin brings.   " Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah --  "not 
according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the
hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, though I was 
a husband to them, says the LORD.  "But this is the covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put My law in their minds, and 
write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.  "No more 
shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,'
for they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says the LORD. 
For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more."  Thus says the 
LORD, Who gives the sun for a light by day, The ordinances of the moon and the stars for
a light by night, …  "If those ordinances depart From before Me, says the LORD, Then 
the seed of Israel shall also cease From being a nation before Me forever."   Thus says 



the LORD: "If heaven above can be measured, And the foundations of the earth searched 
out beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of Israel For all that they have done, says the 
LORD  (Jeremiah 31:31-37).   The kingdom would be certain not because of the Israelites
keeping the covenant but because of God’s promise. (Ezekiel 37:24-26, Mark 14:24)  

For the children of Israel experiencing the judgments and discipline of the old covenant, 
the promise of an inward transformation that would enable them to consistently love and 
obey God was yet another way that God confirmed that the promises to Abraham would 
be fulfilled.  The coming of the promised Seed and establishment of His kingdom will be 
under a new covenant with a new power to do what they couldn’t do on their own – live 
as a righteous people with their king. 

Conclusion

Although Abraham Isaac and Jacob no longer walked the earth, God preserved and 
protected their children and the nation He formed.   Even during times of severe 
disobedience, rebellion and judgment the prophets reaffirmed that God had not forgotten 
His promises or rejected His people.  The promises already completed affirmed that the 
Promised Seed and Kingdom founded on righteousness was still coming.  Like Abraham 
Isaac and Jacob the children of Israel needed faith

Application

1.  For many centuries the children of Israel have waited for the promises of Abraham to 
be fulfilled.  God gave powerful reminders that the promises would be fulfilled but not to 
every generation.  Instead, God’s confirmations of the promises were written down for 
future generations.   Has learning about the promises to Abraham that have already been 
fulfilled encouraged you to trust in God’s promises to you in Scripture?

2.  God revealed promises for the future to Abraham and his descendants to guide and 
sustain them.  The final fulfillment of the promises to Abraham is still future.   How does 
knowledge of the Bible’s descriptions of future events guide your decisions and motivate 
you today?

3.  Sometimes people assume that they can please God and be accepted into His Kingdom
just by trying to keep the Ten Commandments.  Can this approach gain entrance to God’s 
kingdom?  Why or why not?

4.  What does the history of Israel’s struggles under the old covenant and God’s promises 
of a new covenant teach us about our own need for God’s help? 

5.  How is the covenant with Abraham different than the old covenant and the new 
covenant?
     What was the basis of the old covenant?
     What is the basis of the new covenant?
     Why don’t we follow the old covenant today?  



6.  King David composed a Psalm of praise to God (1 Chronicles 16:14-22) to remind his 
generation of the people of Israel about the promises to Abraham.  What are some ways 
we can remind ourselves today of God’s promises?

CHAPTER 11 THE PROMISED SEED ARRIVES
MATTHEW, MARK, LUKE, JOHN

Four hundred years elapsed between the close of the Old Testament and the opening of 
the New Testament.  Yet the New Testament begins by tracing the family line of Jesus, 
linking His birth to the ancient promises about the Seed of Abraham.   The book of the 
genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham (Matthew 1:1)  (See 
also: Luke 1:30-35; Matthew 1:18-21)  God had not forgotten or changed His plan.  Like 
the pieces of a puzzle that all combine to form a picture, the many prophecies about the 
coming Seed began to be fulfilled in the birth and ministry of Jesus. 

His Birth

Just before The promised Seed’s birth, the angel Gabriel told Mary and Joseph that Mary, 
though still a virgin, would give birth to a son who would reign as a king and be called 
the Son of God.   He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the 
Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David:  And he shall reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.  (Luke 1:30-35), 
Although the human parents, Mary and Joseph, were direct descendants of the royal 
family line of king David, neither had positions of political or religious influence in the 
nation.  Joseph was a carpenter.  Other Jews and even some Gentiles also received 
announcements of the promised Seed’s arrival and believed the promises (Luke 1:69-73; 
2:8-38, Matthew 2:1-18) but many who heard did not believe and were indifferent or 
even hostile.  The Roman governor Herod even attempted to kill the child.  Roman rule 
over the people and land of Abraham made the fulfillment of the promises appear 
impossible to those without faith.  

His Introduction

When it was time for Jesus to begin His ministry, God sent the prophet John the Baptist5 
to announce Jesus’ arrival.  In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the 
wilderness of Judea, and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!" 
(Matthew 3:1-2).  His listeners understood John to be saying that the promised Messiah 
was about to establish His kingdom. Many people wanted political deliverance from 
Rome but before the Messiah’s kingdom could be established the Promised Seed would 
have to establish His people as righteous or they themselves would be judged.  John 
baptized those who responded to His message.  Baptism was a Jewish ritual that prior to 
this time had been a humbling ceremonial washing for Gentiles who desired to become a 

5 John the baptist was not the founder of the Baptist Church, which came later after John’s death, but a 
Jewish prophet sent to prepare the Israelites for the coming of their Messiah.



part of the Israelite nation.  Now it was being used as a way for Israelites to acknowledge 
their need for cleansing before they could be a part of the promised Seed’s kingdom.  
Many people accepted John’s message and were baptized, but most of the religious 
leaders and rulers of the Israelites did not (Mathew 3:5-12: Luke 7:29,30).  While John 
indicated that the one coming after him would be of great importance and power and 
would judge with finality (Luke 3:16,17). Yet when John introduced Jesus, instead of 
emphasizing His royal title or claim to David’s throne God led John to introduce Jesus as 
the “The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”(John:1:29)  To rightly 
accept the promised Seed of Abraham would require that like Abraham (Gen 22:8) they 
believe they need the Lamb God provided for their sins.  

His Ministry

As He began His ministry, Jesus like John called people to repentance from their own 
efforts and faith in God and in Him as the promised Seed.  His teaching and actions 
contradicted the three major religious groups of his time.  These groups were trying to 
obtain Righteousness, the Promised Land, and kingdom blessings through their own 
efforts rather than by reliance on God and the promised Seed as Abraham and the 
prophets had done.  Let’s look at how Jesus responded to each of these groups

1. Efforts to enter the kingdom by keeping the law – The Pharisees  

The Pharisees emphasized strict adherence to the Laws of Moses as a way of becoming 
righteous and obtaining blessings.  (Luke 18:9-14).  They taught many correct truths 
about the Messiah but relied on their own efforts to obtain God’s righteousness and 
blessings rather than relying on what God would do (Romans 10:1-3).  In His teaching, 
Jesus rejected the popular religious ideas of the Pharisees emphasizing that their own 
righteousness was inadequate and that an inner transformation was needed .  For I say 
unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes 
and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 5:20).  It 
would have been shocking to his listeners to hear that they needed more righteousness 
than the Pharisees.  The people of that era thought of righteousness as resulting from 
obeying the law of Moses, and the Pharisees were religious leaders who were the most 
zealous of anyone about keeping the commandments.  In contrast, Jesus emphasized 
purity of the heart saying that God will judge thoughts and intentions such as despising 
people as comparable to murder and lust as adultery (Matthew 5:21-28).  This should 
have made the people recall the promise of the new covenant that God would write 
commandments on hearts (Jeremiah 31:31).  Only a heart transformation could enable 
them to escape from judgment and dwell in peace in the kingdom.   The religious efforts 
of the Pharisees were not able to make them clean in God’s sight.  And He said to them, 
"You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows your hearts. For what 
is highly esteemed among men is an abomination in the sight of God (Luke 16:15).   Like 
their forefather Abraham they needed to receive the gift of righteousness by faith. 

The other point where Jesus contradicted the prevailing teaching of the Pharisees was by 
declaring that righteousness was received by faith.  For example, Jesus told a prominent 



member of the ruling council and Pharisee named Nicodemus that he could not enter the 
kingdom unless he was “born again” (John 3:3-7) and indicated that it was faith in Him 
that was needed to receive salvation and the new birth (John 3:13-18).  This emphasis on 
faith was consistent with what Abraham believed yet was contrary to the ritualistic 
devotion of the Pharisees and the popular teaching that God’s favor was merited.  Jesus 
made it clear that those descendants of Abraham who did not have faith and recognize 
Him as the Son of God (John 5:18,23) and the fulfillment of God’s promises were not 
true “sons” of Abraham (John 8:37).  Ultimately their unwillingness to believe in Him 
would cause them to die in their sins and miss the promised kingdom completely 
"Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I am 
He, you will die in your sins." John 8: 24   Jesus said that even some Gentiles who had 
faith would enter the Kingdom with Abraham while some of Abraham’s own descendants
will be banished (Matthew 8:10-12, Luke 13:28)

2. Desire for political deliverance by human revolution – The Zealots  

The fulfilled prophecies and miracles Jesus did revealed that He was the Promised Seed.  
This caused some people to want to start an uprising and make Him king by force.(John 
6:14,15)   Those who thought this way were called the zealots and were expecting the 
Messiah to lead a revolt against their Roman oppressors.  They were eager to join in any 
effort to make preparations for battle.  Jesus refused to cooperate with all such attempts.  
He never denied that He was a king but indicated that His kingdom would be established 
by the power of God in God’s timing not by human rebellion.   For example, just before 
His crucifixion while on trial Pilate asked Him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”  Jesus 
answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My 
servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom 
is not from here." (John 18:33-37).  Jesus’ emphasis on righteousness and His complete 
refusal to prepare for military action confused many people whose hope was only on 
political deliverance.  When his disciples asked Him about the timing of His kingdom He 
never denied that there would be a kingdom and earthly fulfillment of the promise to 
Abraham but simply said that it was not yet time (Acts 1:6,7).  Like Abraham, He relied 
on God’s power rather than human armies to establish the kingdom.

3. Conformance to the Romans and abandoning the hope of the promises – The 
Sadducees  

The Sadducees were in charge of the temple, and except for their duties in the temple 
they relied on the Romans and conformed to many of their beliefs and laws.  They denied
many teachings from scripture and had abandoned the hope of the promised Seed, the 
kingdom founded on righteousness, and the rewards of the resurrection (Romans 
11:47,48).  Jesus confronted their unbelief reaffirming that God still is the God of 
Abraham (Matthew 22:29-32) and that scripture will be fulfilled by God’s power.  Jesus 
did not give the appearance of royalty with his disciples who were uneducated fishermen 
and not people of influence.  To those without faith in God, the influence, power and 
blessings from cooperating with Roman authorities seemed more real than the promises 
made to Abraham and the promised Seed that was among them.



Like Abraham, Jesus was following God’s plan not human desires or fads.  God’s plan 
contradicted all the major religions and popular ideas of the major religious movements 
of that time.  Jesus did not advocate reliance on the Romans as the Sadducees, the 
political revolt of the zealots, or the self-righteousness of the Pharisees.  Non of the 
popular religious groups helped Jesus in fact they were opposed to Him.  But His enemies
were powerless to stop God’s plan – in fact their opposition accomplished what scripture 
predicted would happen.  

His Death   

An Astonishing Mission

From the first announcements of His birth and ministry, Jesus was proclaimed as the one 
who would take away sins ( Matthew 1:18-21; John 1:29).  Throughout Jesus’ ministry, 
He repeatedly spoke of His death (Matt17:22, 23; 20:17-19; 26:2’ John 2:19-21; 3:13; 
10:11; 12:31-33).   Yet He said that He would not die as a helpless victim but would lay 
down His life on purpose to rescue His people from sin (John 10:15,18; 18:10,11).  On 
several occasions His enemies wanted to kill Him but could not because His time had not 
yet come (John. 7:30; 8:20; 10:39). As the time drew near for Him to die, He made clear 
that He knew the details of how and when He would die yet instead of avoiding the pain, 
injustice and humiliation He indicated that it was for this hour that He had come into the 
world  (John 12:27).  

At the last supper, Jesus told His disciples that His death would be the offering to 
establish the New Covenant: And He said to them, "This is My blood of the new 
covenant, which is shed for many  (Mark 14:24).   According to prophecy, entering into 
the new covenant would bring an era of peace and prosperity for the nation Israel under 
Christ’s reign (Jeremiah 31:31-37).   Some of Abraham’s descendants believed and 
received Him, but the rulers and religious leaders of Israel rejected Him as king and 
demanded that the Roman governor crucify Him. (John 1:11,12, 19:15).  Ironically, the 
very actions that were a rejection of the promised Seed brought about the offering to 
establish the new covenant.  Sadly the unbelief and rejection of the promised Seed by His
special nation also prevented the nation from entering the era of peace at that time 
(Mathew 23:37-39).  Yet even this accomplished another part of God’s plan as the gift of 
righteousness by faith was about to be proclaimed to all nations.

An amazing outcome

The cruel and unjust evil of executing the promised Seed would certainly have brought an
unhappy end to the promises if they were merely a human agreement, but scripture 
maintains that this was God’s way of atoning for sin and ultimately fulfilling the promises
(Acts 2:23, 3:14-21).  The first demonstration that God’s program was still moving 
forward was that just as He predicted Jesus came back to life.  His death had not ended 
the hope of the kingdom but had accomplished yet another part of the promises to 
Abraham – a way for God to make people righteous (2 Corinthians 5:18-21).  The work 



that the promised Seed accomplished was the same as what Abraham and Isaac had acted 
out years before on mount Moriah – Jesus was the lamb God would provide.  Just as 
God’s command to offer Isaac appeared to be contrary to the promises and required faith, 
even so the work of Jesus seemed contrary to God’s promises and required that those who
believed in God trust Him. 

After His resurrection Jesus appeared to His disciples on several occasions.  The disciples
doubted at first due to the shock of the execution of their beloved leader.  They were only 
able to see that God’s plan was accomplished when Jesus came to them and explained it 
to them from scripture (Luke 24:13-31).  Jesus then sent his disciples out as witnesses to 
proclaim the good news that His death made the atonement for sin and that the gift of 
righteousness can be received by faith.  Instead of referring to Jesus’ death as bad news, 
they called it the Gospel, which means good news (1 Corinthians 15:1-4).  The righteous 
kingdom would be established when Jesus returned to earth at a future time (Matthew 
25:31) but until that time the disciples would proclaim to all nations forgiveness of sins 
through Jesus (Luke 24:44-48). 

Conclusion

God’s Kingdom will be founded on the righteousness that Christ purchased through His 
death and established by the power of God.  Jesus death was not an accident of nor was 
He a helpless victim but Abraham’s promised Seed fulfilling God’s plan.  God’s plan is 
still unfolding today as we wait for His return.  Like Abraham our part is to trust in Him.
  

Application

1.  When the promised Seed arrived, those who believed in the promises and were 
looking for their fulfillment were taken by surprise.  Have you been surprised by God’s 
plan as revealed in scripture?  Have the things that God allowed in your life taken you by 
surprise?

2.  In each case, the popular religious movements at the time Jesus walked the earth were 
trying to accomplish the things that were promised in ways that their religious leaders 
believed were right, yet they were not according to God’s plan.  Ultimately these 
religious efforts caused them to be opposed to the promised Seed and His plan.  How can 
we recognize religious movements today that are trying to accomplish God’s plan but not 
according to scripture?  How should we respond to these movements?

3.  Do you think of Christ’s death as good news as the disciples did?  Do you speak to 
other people about the good news of Christ’s death?

CHAPTER 12  THE COMPLETION OF THE PROMISES
ROMANS 11,  MATTHEW 24, ZECHARIAH 12-14



Almost 2000 years have passed since the promised Seed walked the earth.  His first 
coming provided the gift of righteousness and fulfilled many important prophecies but 
not all of them.  This chapter will examine the questions that arose after Jesus’ first 
coming about how the promises relate to people in this era and how the promises are 
completed in prophetic end-time scripture.  

“Through your Seed all the nations of the earth will be blessed.”   Do Gentiles
have to become Jews and obey the Law of Moses?

During His time on earth, Jesus focused His ministry and the ministry of His disciples on 
the Jewish nation who were the descendants of Abraham.(Matt 10:5,6; 15:24)   After 
Jesus’  death and resurrection, He told His disciples to go into all the world to proclaim 
the gospel and make disciples of every nation.  Go into all the world and preach the 
gospel (Mark 16:15) …  "… make disciples of all the nations,”  (Matthew 28:19) This is 
how the promise that all nations would be blessed through Abraham’s Seed, would be 
fulfilled. And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, 
preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand, saying, "In you all the nations shall be 
blessed." (Galatians 3:8)   The promise was not that all nations would become a part of 
Abraham’s nation and live in the Promised Land but that all nations would be blessed 
though Abraham’s Seed.  The question soon arose, however, whether God requires all 
nations to follow the laws He gave to the Israelites in the old covenant.  The Apostles 
gathered to consider this question when a dispute occurred about gentile converts in the 
church at Antioch. 

And certain men came down from Judea and taught the brethren, "Unless you are 
circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved."   Therefore, when 
Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and dispute with them, they determined that 
Paul and Barnabas and certain others of them should go up to Jerusalem, to the apostles
and elders, about this question (Acts 15:1,2).  This group concluded that Gentiles do not 
have to be circumcised and obey all the Law of Moses.  Here is what Peter said regarding
the Gentile converts:  "So God, who knows the heart, acknowledged them by giving them 
the Holy Spirit, just as He did to us, "and made no distinction between us and them, 
purifying their hearts by faith (Acts 15:8,9).     Just as Abraham received the gift of 
righteousness by faith while uncircumcised  (Romans 4:9), even so the gift of 
righteousness today is received by faith apart from circumcision and the old covenant 
requirements given to the Jewish nation.  

The giving of the Spirit was proof that the gift of righteousness received by faith purified 
the heart – something that is associated with the new covenant (Isaiah 44:3; 59:21). That 
God gave this gift to gentiles apart from circumcision (Genesis 17:10-14) or conformance
to any of the old covenant laws given to the Israelites through Moses (Exodus 19:5,6) 
was proof that God could accept gentiles without them becoming Jewish (Acts 10:44,45; 
11:15-18; Romans 3:22).  Although the nation of Israel still existed, in the church no 
special role was given to the physical descendants of Abraham who believed (Ephesians 
2:11-19, Galatians 3:27-29) other than being referred to as “the Israel of God” (Galatians 
6:16).   That God accepted the descendants of Abraham by faith exactly the same way as 



gentiles without any reference to the family lineage, national laws, and traditions of Israel
raised another important question.

“I will make you a great nation.”  Has God rejected the descendants of 
Abraham as His unique nation?

The gift of righteousness and Spirit being given to the Gentiles apart from the 
requirements given to Israel caused some people to wonder if God had now revoked His 
promises and rejected Israel as a nation.  I say then, has God cast away His people? 
Certainly not!  (Romans 11:1)  Paul emphatically says that God has not rejected His 
people. … they are beloved for the sake of the fathers. For the gifts and the calling of 
God are irrevocable (Rom 11:28,29).  As a nation, the descendants of Abraham have been
temporarily set aside while God is sending salvation to all people.  I say then, have they 
stumbled that they should fall? Certainly not! But through their fall, to provoke them to 
jealousy, salvation has come to the Gentiles (Romans 11:11) (see also Mathew 24:14).  

When God’s work among the other nations is complete, God will also complete His 
promises to Israel restoring them as God’s unique nation.   For if their being cast away is
the reconciling of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead 
(Romans 11:15)?   The Jewish people stumbled because of unbelief but will be restored 
when they believe.  And they also, if they do not continue in unbelief, will be grafted in, 
for God is able to graft them in again (Romans 11:23) (See also Acts 3:19-26).   Scripture
indicates that there will come a time when the children of Israel will recognize their own 
Messiah and “All Israel will be saved”  … blindness in part has happened to Israel until 
the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.   And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: 
"The Deliverer will come out of Zion, And He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob; 
For this is My covenant with them, When I take away their sins"  (Romans 11:25-27).   
God has not revoked the promises to Israel.  Scripture affirms that all of them will be 
accomplished when Israel receives their Messiah.

Israel and the promised Seed

The acceptance of the Messiah by Israel will not bring a return to the old covenant but 
rather the promised new covenant blessings to both Israel and all nations.  (Ezekiel 
16:60-63; Isaiah 49:1-8, 61:8-62:12; Romans 8:19-23).  Old Testament prophets 
associated the new covenant blessings of the gift of righteousness and the indwelling 
Holy Spirit with an era of blessing and peace for Israel (Isaiah 44:3; 59:21; Ezekiel 
34:23-27; Ezekiel 36:26-28) and other nations (Isaiah 49:5-7).  However those blessings 
cannot happen apart from Christ’s reign as king (Luke 13:34,35).  Some of the Israelites 
in every era have believed and received the gift of righteousness, but the religious and 
political leaders of Israel still reject Christ, His gift of righteousness, and His role as king.
(John 1:11,12; 19:15; Acts 3:13-21) 

When the nation receives Him as king, Christ will rule from Jerusalem over all nations.   
Instead of the reign of Christ, just at the close of the New Testament era a rebellion in 



Jerusalem was put down by the Romans6, and the descendants of Abraham were once 
again scattered and driven from the Promised Land. Although in modern time some 
descendants of Abraham have returned to the Promised Land, the final restoration will 
not happen until God’s work with the Gentiles is complete   …For there will be great 
distress in the land and wrath upon this people.  "And they will fall by the edge of the 
sword, and be led away captive into all nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled by 
Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.  (Luke 21:23,24)  God has not 
permanently rejected Israel but will complete His promises to Abraham  (Isaiah 61:8 – 
62:12).
 
“To your Seed I will give this land.”     When will Israel dwell in the Promised 

Land in peace?  

During His time on earth, Jesus made it clear that he had come to be the Lamb of God but
also repeatedly spoke of His coming in glory Matthew 16:27; 19:28; 24:30; 25:31; Mark 
8:38; Luke 24:26.  This caused his followers to wonder when the promised kingdom 
would happen.  Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, "Lord, 
will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?"  And He said to them, "It is not for 
you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. (Acts 1:5,6; 
see also Matthew 24:3,36).  When asked, Jesus would not reveal a time (Acts 1:5,6; 
Mathew 24:3,36) but described events leading up to the establishment of His earthly 
kingdom. (Matthew 24:14-31)  Jesus affirmed what the Old Testament prophets had 
already revealed – that there will be a terrible time of both natural disaster and political 
upheaval just before His return.  An evil world dictator referred to as the “Antichrist” will
be attempting to annihilate God’s people (Daniel 9:27, 12:1, 2 Thessalonians 2:1-8; 
Matthew 24:3,21,30)  

During this time all those who have not received the gift of righteousness will follow the 
antichrist and be destroyed  (Daniel 12:1,10, 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12; Revelation 13:11-
18).  Christ will physically return to Jerusalem and deliver His people causing the 
Israelites to recognize and accept Him as their Messiah and enter the new covenant as a 
nation .  "It shall be in that day that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come 
against Jerusalem.  " And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will look on Me whom they 
pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him 
as one grieves for a firstborn (Zechariah 12:9,10).  The fact that the Jewish people see 
and recognize that the one who delivered them is the one they pierced means that Christ 
will return in bodily form. (Compare Zechariah 14:3,4 Acts 1:6-12)   Those descendants 
of Abraham who do not believe will be judged along with the other nations who oppose 
Christ at His return (Ezekiel 20:33-38).

The nation Israel enters the new covenant   

The recognition that Jesus is the Messiah causes the spiritual cleansing and blessing of 
the new covenant upon Israel as a nation.   "In that day a fountain shall be opened for the

6 Jesus predicted the destruction of the temple Matthew 24:2



house of David and for the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness. 
(Zechariah 13:1)  The reign of Christ from Jerusalem over the nation of Israel and all 
other nations of the world will follow the destruction of the antichrist and his followers:  
And it shall come to pass that everyone who is left of all the nations which came against 
Jerusalem shall go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to 
keep the Feast of Tabernacles (Zechariah 14:16, see also Zechariah 2:10-12). The rule of
Christ from Jerusalem will be Israel’s unique national identity and restore its unique and 
leading role among the nations as other nations come to honor Him.  Just as in the past 
God used Pharaoh’s oppression to bring the Israelites out to the wilderness where they 
entered a covenant with Him, it appears that in the end times the threat of extermination 
by the Antichrist will set the stage for Christ to come for His people and enter into a new 
covenant with them.

The promised Kingdom is established

This will be the beginning of the righteous kingdom promised to Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob (Hebrews 11:10, 13-16; 13:14).  At this time the Jewish people scattered all around 
the world will return to the land promised to Abraham, and it will be divided according to
the family lines of the Israelites (Isaiah 20:33-38, Ezekiel 47 & 48).  Unlike the earlier 
generations of Israel where they could not mingle with foreigners, those Gentiles left will
be righteous and no threat to Israel.  (Compare Numbers 33:52-55; & Ezra 4:1-3 with 
Ezekiel 47:21-23)  The rule of Christ will be worldwide with Christ ruling from the 
Temple in Jerusalem and Israel as the foremost nation.  The word that Isaiah the son of 
Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.   Now it shall come to pass in the latter days
That the mountain of the LORD's house Shall be established on the top of the mountains, 
And shall be exalted above the hills; And all nations shall flow to it.  Many people shall 
come and say, "Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, To the house of the 
God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, And we shall walk in His paths." For out of 
Zion shall go forth the law, And the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.  He shall judge 
between the nations, And rebuke many people; They shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, And their spears into pruning hooks; Nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, Neither shall they learn war anymore (Isaiah 2:1-4). (See also Ezekiel 36:22-38, 
Ezekiel 37: 21-28) 

The capital city of the Kingdom established by God at Christ’s return is frequently 
referred to in scripture as “Zion”  (Psalm 2:6; 110:2; Isaiah 62:1).  Zion is one and the 
same as Jerusalem (2 Kings 8:1).  Christ’s reign will bring restoration to the cursed earth 
(Romans 8:19-23;  Isaiah 11:1-16; 62:1-12).  This reign of Christ will last 1000 years 
(Revelation 20:3,4).  During this reign, God will complete all the promises He made to 
Abraham, David, and the people of Israel  (Jeremiah 33: 14-26).  This time period will be
followed by a new heaven and earth with a new Jerusalem (2 Peter 3:10-13, Revelation 
21:1-27).

“I will bless you.”                When will Abraham see his reward and the 
completion of the promise?



At Christ’s return, those who have received the gift of righteousness in past centuries will
be resurrected and reign with Christ (Daniel 12:2,13; 1Thess 4:14-18; 1 Cor15:51-53).  
The after life and heavenly rewards are often thought of as immaterial, but scripture 
affirms that although there is an immaterial heavenly realm, people are rewarded in a 
resurrection body …you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the just Luke 14:14   (Job 
19:25,26; Daniel 12:13; 2 Corinthians 5:1-4; Philippians 3:20,21; I Corinthians 15:19,  
Hebrews 11:35; Revelation 20:4)  Accordingly, Jesus described a time when Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, and righteous gentiles will have fellowship together in the Kingdom "And I 
say to you that many will come from east and west, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 8:11).  Jesus’ disciples will also be rulers 
of Israel as their reward in the resurrection.   Then Peter answered and said to Him, "See,
we have left all and followed You. Therefore what shall we have?"   So Jesus said to 
them, "Assuredly I say to you, that in the regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the 
throne of His glory, you who have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging 
the twelve tribes of Israel (Matthew 19:27, 28).   The Bible describes a “new Jerusalem” 
built by God as a dwelling place for His resurrected people (Revelation 21 &22).  Built 
into the city are both the names of the sons of Israel and the names of the Apostles 
(Revelation 21:12,13)  This is the city that Abraham looked for and the final home of all 
who have faith in the God of Abraham and His promises. 

Conclusion

It looked impossible for elderly Abraham and Sarah to have descendants that would 
become a nation but they did.  In the same way, the promise of a righteous kingdom 
seems impossible, but that promised kingdom will come.  The promise that God will 
establish His righteous kingdom is confirmed by the promises that have already been 
fulfilled.  "Listen to Me, you who follow after righteousness, You who seek the LORD: 
Look to the rock from which you were hewn, And to the hole of the pit from which you 
were dug.  Look to Abraham your father, And to Sarah who bore you; For I called him 
alone, And blessed him and increased him."  … Lift up your eyes to the heavens, And look
on the earth beneath. For the heavens will vanish away like smoke, The earth will grow 
old like a garment, And those who dwell in it will die in like manner; But My salvation 
will be forever, And My righteousness will not be abolished  (Isaiah 51:1, 2, 6)  New 
Testament writers affirm that the promise is still coming and will be accomplished when 
Christ returns to earth.   Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens
and a new earth in which righteousness dwells (2 Peter 3:13).

Application questions:

1.  The accomplishment of the promises to Abraham in end time events involves the 
overthrow of wicked nations, judgment of evildoers, and cataclysmic events that cause 
people to fear; yet those who believe the promises and seek righteousness look forward to
the second coming of the Promised Seed as the beginning of a time of rejoicing and peace
and reward in God’s kingdom.  When you think of end time events, does your heart long 
for His appearing? 



2.  By believing God’s promises and obeying His commands, Abraham was acting on 
faith.  Today the word “faith” has come to have many meanings, some of which are 
contrary to what the Bible defines as faith.  The record of God’s interaction with 
Abraham provides an example of what God regards as true faith.  Throughout this study 
of the life of Abraham, there are many examples of Abraham’s faith.  Here are a few 
ways that Abraham’s example displays true faith in contrast to modern conceptions of 
faith:

 True faith is based on what God revealed, not on our own reasoning.  Abraham 
trusted what God revealed in the promises; he could not by his own reason and 
investigation determine God’s plan.   By faith Abraham obeyed when he was 
called to go out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he 
went out, not knowing where he was going (Hebrews 11:8).  People today 
exercise faith when they believe the promises from God’s Word the Bible.  Do 
you know God’s Word?  

 Faith is not based on what we desire or decide but on God’s plan as revealed.  It 
would have been presumptuous for Abraham to claim the land and other promises
if God had not first decreed it.  Also, many things God told Abraham to do 
required him to act contrary to his own desires and conform his plans to God’s 
wishes.  Leaving his family to move to the promised land, sending away Ishmael 
and offering Isaac were all things contrary to Abraham’s own plans but 
commanded by God.  By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, 
and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 
(Hebrews 11:17) Those who teach today that we can make claims on God for 
anything are leading people into the sin of presumption.  True faith seeks God’s 
plan as revealed in His Word.  Are you acting in obedience to what God has 
revealed?

 Faith is not self-confidence, positive thinking, or an emotional state but reliance 
on God.  Abraham did not believe he could accomplish the promises or that 
everything would work out on its own but that God would not fail to do exactly 
what He said He would do. who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that he 
became the father of many nations, according to what was spoken, "So shall your 
descendants be."  And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own body, 
already dead (since he was about a hundred years old), and the deadness of 
Sarah's womb.  He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was
strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, and being fully convinced that what 
He had promised He was also able to perform.    And therefore "it was accounted
to him for righteousness." (Romans 4:18-22)   God’s Word and promises still 
require people today to rely on Him and His strength not on themselves, their 
abilities, other people, or circumstances.  What are the areas where you are 
struggling with trusting God and obeying His Word?

 Faith is not works such as good deeds or religious things we do but confidence or 
reliance on God and what He promised to do.  True faith will be expressed 



through our actions, but actions are not faith.   What then shall we say that 
Abraham our father has found according to the flesh?  For if Abraham was 
justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God.  For 
what does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to 
him for righteousness."  Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as 
grace but as debt.  But to him who does not work but believes on Him who 
justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness, (Romans 4:1-5) Are 
you relying on what Christ has done or on your own efforts and abilities?

 Faith is not inherited from parents but is a choice that each of us needs to make.  
Some of the people who lived at the time of Jesus assumed that they would 
automatically be a part of the kingdom because they were descendants of 
Abraham even though they did not believe in Jesus.  Jesus warned some religious 
leaders who thought this way  "Therefore I said to you that you will die in your 
sins; for if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins." (John 8:24) 
Have you firmly resolved to trust God? 

3.  In the New Testament believers in Jesus are told Beloved, now we are children of 
God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is 
revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.  And everyone who has this
hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure (1 John 3:2,3).  Abraham was motivated 
to live a pure life by the promises even though they would not happen during his earthly 
life.  How does knowledge of God’s promises affect your life?
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