Bible Survey
Lesson 16 – 1 and 2 Thessalonians,
1 and 2 Corinthians
1 Thessalonians
1. The Background
Acts 17:1-9 and 1 Thessalonians 3
This was one of Paul’s first letters (probably the _________). It was
written from Corinth on the 2nd missionary journey (about AD 51).
While this is one of the earliest letters of Paul it was not written soon
after his conversion. Paul had been a Christian for 17-18 years by the
time he wrote this letter and he had been a missionary for 7-8 years.
Thessalonica was an important city in Paul’s day. It was a thriving
commercial town along an important trade route. It was a wealthy city.
Well-to-do Romans settled there. It was also the residence of the
provincial governor. The population was about 200,000. Compare that
the population of your city or county. The population of Annapolis is
about 36,000. All of AA County is 427,000. The District of Columbia is
about 587,000.
When Paul entered Thessalonica on his 2nd missionary journey, it was
probably the first gospel witness ever given there. Acts __ gives us the
background of that visit. Paul preached in the synagogue until
unbelieving Jews stirred up trouble. He left the city and went to Berea
and then on to Athens. (He only ministered in Thessalonica for a very
short time before he was forced to leave.) Timothy joined Paul at
Athens and was sent back to Thessalonica (1 Thess. 3) to report on the
work and to help establish and encourage the people. Timothy rejoined
Paul at ______________ where he reported concerning the church at
Thessalonica. After hearing that report, Paul wrote this letter (2nd
Missionary journey, about AD 51). We see that in chapter 3.
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Though the Thessalonians were young Christians with less than a year of
Christian experience they were familiar with the great truths of the
Christian faith (salvation, sanctification, assurance, the trinity, the nature
of man, the resurrection, and the Day of the Lord). And remember that
they did not have the ________________. They were young Christians
facing many trials and difficulties. They were enduring much persecution, but they were faithful in sharing the Gospel (1:8).

2. The Summary
The first three chapters of 1 Thessalonians are personal.
● Chapter 1 – Paul commends them for their growth and testimony.
● Chapter 2 – Paul speaks of the time when he was with them.
● Chapter 3 – Paul explains why he sent Timothy and how excited he
was to receive Timothy’s encouraging report.
The last two chapters are doctrinal (teaching)
● Chapter 4 – Paul’s teaching concerning the rapture
● Chapter 5 – Paul’s teaching concerning the Day of the Lord and
exhortation to holy living

3. The Theme
______________________________________

4. The Key Verse
_____ – Night and day praying exceedingly that we might see your face,
and might perfect that which is lacking in your faith.

5. The Divisions
1-3
4-5

Personal
Doctrinal

6. The Highlights
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2 Thessalonians
1. The Background
2 Thessalonians was probably written just a few months after the first
letter. It was written because of _____________ (3:11) and confusion
about “the Day of the Lord” (2:1,2). Someone had taught that the Day
of the Lord had already started.

2. The Summary
Chapter 1 – Paul commends them for their faithfulness as he did in his
first letter and encourages them to continue to be faithful in the midst of
persecution.
Chapter 2 – Paul assures them that the Day of the Lord had not yet
come.
Chapter 3 - He concludes this short letter with some practical
exhortations

3. The Theme
_______________________

4. The Key Verses
________

5. The Divisions
1
2
3

Personal
Doctrinal
Practical

6. The Highlights
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1 and 2 Thessalonians were written from Corinth near the end of the
second missionary journey (about AD 51-52). It had been over 20 years
since Pentecost. Thousands of people had trusted Christ. Paul had been
saved for about 18 years. But the church still did not have what we love as
the New Testament. Much of the teaching was still by revelation as Paul
and others shared what God revealed to them.
James, Galatians, Matthew, 1 and 2 Thessalonians had now been
written, but the church still did not have important letters like Acts and
Romans.
Paul’s second missionary journey lasted about 2 ½ years (AD 50-53).
After an extended ministry at Corinth, Paul sailed over to Ephesus. He left
Ephesus to attend a feast in Jerusalem, but promised to return (Acts 18:21).
After visiting Jerusalem, (we don’t know if he made it time for the feast), he
returned to Antioch to give a report on his ministry.
Acts 18:23 tells us that after “he spent some time there” he left on
another journey. It had been about 23 years since the crucifixion and
resurrection. Many people had chosen to follow the teachings of the
apostles and recognized Jesus as the Messiah and Savior of the world. But it
is important to keep in mind that the teaching was still primarily by
revelation through the apostles.
Paul traveled through the region of Galatia and Phrygia again
ministering to the churches there and strengthening the believers. He then
headed west to fulfill his promise to the people at Ephesus. He ministered
there for three years (Acts 20:31).
Luke doesn’t give us a city by city report of the third missionary
journey like he did of the first two journeys. He tells us in chapter 20 that he
left Ephesus and went into the region of Macedonia, encouraging the
believers with many words, and then he went to Greece (20:1-2). He stayed
in Greece for three months and returned to Troas through Macedonia. He
covers all of that in just three verses. But we can fill in some details from
Paul’s letters.
We know from Paul’s letter to the Corinthians that sometime while he
was ministering at Ephesus he wrote a letter to the church at Corinth.
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First Corinthians
1. The Background
The church at Corinth was founded on Paul’s _____ missionary journey.
It was necessary for Paul to spend an extended time teaching there since
the church was composed largely of ____________ who had no training
in the Old Testament. In addition, their religious and moral principles
were the exact opposite of Christian principles. Corinth was so noted for
debauchery that the practice of immorality was referred to as “acting like
a Corinthian.” A harlot was known as a “Corinthian girl.”
We know that ______________ also ministered at Corinth and possibly
_____________ (1:12).
The First Letter (The Lost Letter)
After an extended time of teaching at Corinth (Acts 18:11,18), Paul
returned to _____________, stopping at Ephesus and Jerusalem on the
way (Acts 18:18,21). ____________ and _____________ ministered at
Corinth after Paul left (1 Cor. 1:12; Acts 19:1). Sometime during this
time Paul wrote a letter to the Corinthians. He makes mention of this
letter in _________________. Apparently, Paul mentioned in this letter
that separation from evil was absolutely necessary because he had to
explain in his second letter (1 Corinthians) that he did not mean
withdrawal from the world, but that there should be separation from
____________ _________________ who persisted in sin (1 Cor. 5:913). The full content of this letter will be never known since it has been
lost (we don’t have it today).
The Second Letter (1 Corinthians)
Apparently, there was little or no response to Paul’s first letter. Apollos
and Peter went on to other fields and the church fell into confusion. Paul
ministered at Ephesus on his _____ missionary journey for over __ years
(Acts 19). Acts 20 indicates that he was there for a total of three years.
While he was there, rumors spread to Ephesus concerning the
_____________of the church at Corinth through slaves of a Corinthian
family by the name of Chloe (1 Cor. 1:11). Several of the members of
the church also came to Paul with a letter containing certain questions
that the Corinthians wanted answered. In response to this letter, which is
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also lost, Paul wrote what we know as _________________. The letter
was written from _____________ and apparently near the end of Paul’s
stay there because he had already made detailed plans for leaving (1 Cor.
16:5-8).

1. The Summary
1 Corinthians deals with _____________ in the young church at Corinth.
The first six chapters deal with the problems of division, immorality and
lawsuits. Paul learned about these problems from someone from the
house of Chloe (1:11). Beginning with chapter 7, Paul turns his attention
to problems that the Corinthians asked about in a ___________ that they
had sent him (7:1,25; 8:1; 11:2, 17; 12:1; 16:1).
2. The Theme
________________________

4. The Key Verses
_____________

5. The Outline
I.

II.

Problems from the House of Chloe 1-6
A. Divisions
1-4
B. Immorality
5
C. Lawsuits
6
Problems from the Corinthian Letter 7-16
A. Marriage and Divorce
7
B. Meat offered to idols
8-10
(Christian Liberty)
C. Veils and the Lord’s Supper 11
D. Spiritual Gifts
12-14
E. Resurrection
15
F. Collection
16
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Second Corinthians
1. The Background
Paul wanted ____________ to go to Corinth and deal with the problems
there (1 Cor. 16:12), but he would not go. He then decided to send
__________________. It seems that Paul had some doubts about the
effectiveness of Timothy’s trip for he urges the Corinthians not to
frighten him or despise him (1 Cor. 16:10-11). Nothing is mentioned
about the outcome of Timothy’s mission, but it must not have been
successful.
In 2 Corinthians 12:14 and 13:1 Paul says this is the ________ time he
was ready to come. Paul must have made a quick trip over to Corinth to
see what could be done while he was at Ephesus. 2 Corinthians suggests
that Paul did make a second trip and that while there he had been
___________ and his counsel had been _______________. Rival, selfcommended “apostles” had invaded Corinth and had belittled Paul to the
church (2 Cor. 10:11). Furthermore, the offending members of the
church had not repented (12:21). Paul decided that he would not visit the
church again until they changed their attitude (2 Cor. 1:23).
Apparently, Paul wrote to the church at Corinth again after this visit.
2 Corinthians 2:4 speaks of a previous letter that he wrote ________
________ __________, which was intended to convince the Corinthians
of his love for them. 1 Corinthians does not seem to fit the description
and 2 Corinthians had not yet been written. Some scholars believe that 2
Corinthians 10-13 is this letter and that 2 Corinthians 1-9 is what we
know as 2 Corinthians. But every manuscript, which has been found to
this date records all thirteen chapters as one unit and there is no evidence
of original separation.
Paul sent _________ to deal with the problems at Corinth. They were to
meet at _________ (2 Cor. 2:12-13). When Paul reached Troas, he was
disturbed because Titus was not there and he became worried about what
might have happened at Corinth. Paul went on to Macedonia where his
troubles were multiplied (2 Cor. 7:5). Titus eventually arrived with the
good news that a revival had broken out in the Corinthian church and that
their attitude had changed.
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Upon hearing of their repentance, Paul sat down and wrote a letter to the
Corinthians (our 2 Corinthians), as a preparation for his third visit. For
this reason, 2 Corinthians is highly __________________, especially
considering its length.

2. The Summary
Paul spends the first seven chapters of this letter defending his ministry
and the last four chapters establishing or vindicating his authority as an
apostle. The only subject dealt with other than this defense of his
apostleship is _____________ (chapters 8 and 9).

3. The Theme
____________________________

4. The Key Verses
______________

5. The Outline
I. Ministry Reviewed
1-7
A. Paul Explains His Actions 1-2
B. Paul Explains His Ministry 3-7
II. Message on Giving
8-9
-- Paul Explains Giving
III. Vindication of His Authority 10-13
-- Paul Explains His Apostleship
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Things to Know
James

 Does not contradict Paul’s teaching of salvation by faith and not
works. His teaching complements Paul’s by showing that genuine
faith will be demonstrated by works. Faith without works is dead
(inoperative, not really faith at all, a “no faith”).
 Theme – “Tests of Obedience Produce Maturity”

Galatians
 Written to combat the teaching of Judaizers who were saying that
Gentiles must keep the law in addition to placing their faith in
Christ
 Know the purpose of the Law (3:24-25) – to bring us to Christ
 Theme – “The Gospel of the Grace of Christ Which Brings
Liberty”
1 Thessalonians
 Written early/probably Paul’s 2nd letter
 Chapter 4 – Rapture
 “To Supply That Which Is Lacking”
2 Thessalonians
 Written to answer confusion about the Day of the Lord
 Theme – “Day of the Lord”
1 Corinthians
 Written to answer problems of a local church
 It deals with problems Paul learned about from the House of Chloe
(1-6) and from a letter from the Corinthians (7-16)
 Chapter 5 – Immorality/Church Discipline
 Chapter 7 – Marriage, Separation and Divorce
 Chapters 8-10 – Meat offered to idols (Christian Liberty)
 Chapters 12-14 – Spiritual Gifts
 Theme – “Church Problems”
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2 Corinthians
 Paul is explaining his ministry and actions and defending his
apostleship in most of this letter
 Chapters 8 and 9 – Principles of Giving
 Theme – “Defense of Apostleship”
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